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LAND
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Before we jump into things, I’d like to get us 
started in a good way by acknowledging that folks 
are tuning to from coast-to-coast-to coast. I’d like 
to encourage folks to take a moment to consider 
the traditional territories of First Nation, Inuit and 
Métis people on which you may be tuning in from 
today. 

As we are all on the journey of reconciliation 
together, please take this time to acknowledge, 
pay respect, and think about our relationship to 
the land, animals, creatures, water and people 
with whom we engage with on a daily basis. At a 
national level we are all treaty people, and we 
recognize the original inhabitants of unceded 
lands. Through our shared history – we wish to 
acknowledge our relationship in that manner –
while taking a moment to pay our respects to 
each other. 2



Webinar
Goals

• What is Walk for Wenjack?

• Examples from Legacy Schools & Legacy 
Spaces

• How to Register as a Team or Individual

• Resources Available – ReconciliACTION 
Toolkit

• Q&A



Our Mission 
Inspired by Chanie’s story and Gord’s call to 
action to build a better Canada, the Gord 
Downie & Chanie Wenjack Fund (DWF) aims 
to build cultural understanding and create a 
path toward reconciliation between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples in 
Canada

Our Vision
Improving the lives of Indigenous people by 
building awareness, education, and 
connections between all peoples in Canada
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“Chanie haunts me. 
His story is Canada’s 
story. This is about 
Canada. We are not 
the country we 
thought we were.”

Gord Downie
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Chanie’s Story

Chanie Wenjack was a 12-year-old boy 
who died while fleeing the Cecilia Jeffrey 
Indian Residential School in 1966.

Chanie grew up in Ogoki Post for the first 
nine years of his life with his parents, 
sisters and two dogs. At age 9, he was 
forced to attend the residential school, 
along with his three sisters.

At the age of 12, Chanie ran away from 
the school, attempting to reunite with his 
family who were 600 kilometers away. 
He never made it home.
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• DWF provides access to education on the true history of Indigenous 
Peoples in Canada and the true history and lasting impact of 
residential schools

• DWF encourages reconciliation through our programming and 
events, including reconciliACTIONs

• It is through our work that we are contributing to the shift in the 
collective consciousness of all peoples in Canada and improving the 
lives of Indigenous people

Our Work
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• A reconciliACTION is a meaningful action that moves reconciliation 
forward

• ReconciliACTIONs aim to bring Indigenous and non-Indigenous people 
together in the spirit of reconciliation to create awareness, share, and 
learn

• They act as a catalyst for important conversations and meaningful 
change, recognizing that change starts with every one of us

• ReconciliACTIONs fulfill Gord’s call to action to #DoSomething

ReconciliACTIONs
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SECRET PATH WEEK
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Secret Path Week (Oct. 17-22) is a national 
movement commemorating the legacies of 
Chanie Wenjack and Gord Downie.

October 17th and 22nd mark the dates that Gord 
Downie and Chanie Wenjack joined the spirit 
world, respectively.

DWF calls on Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
peoples to use Secret Path Week to answer 
Gord’s call to action to “Do Something” by 
engaging in reconciliACTIONs and furthering 
the conversation about the history of 
residential schools.

About Secret Path Week
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Organized by a dedicated team of volunteers 
and champions, Walk for Wenjack is a 
grassroots event that started in 2016, 
providing Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
peoples in Canada with the opportunity to 
participate in Secret Path Week in a 
meaningful way.

The first walk retraced the steps of Chanie – it 
started at Cecilia Jeffrey Indian Residential 
School in Kenora, ON, and continued to 
Redditt, ON for a ceremony representing 
Chanie’s final resting spot near Farlane, ON.

About Walk for Wenjack
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Kenora

600 km or

787,402 steps





Legacy Schools

A free national initiative to engage, 
empower and connect students and 
educators to further reconciliation 
through awareness, education, and 
action.

Schools and educators are provided 
with free toolkits and resources –
everything needed to confidently 
teach students about reconciliation 
and the true history of Indigenous 
Peoples and residential schools.



James Short Memorial School, AB

A story about how a 
Kindergarten class at 

James Short Memorial 
School worked hard to 
make a difference and 

honour Chanie 
Wenjack.



You’re Never Too Little to Make a Difference!

Teacher: “Kindergarten is 
over in 2 weeks. If we walk 
1 lap per day, we will not 
achieve our goal of 900 
laps. What should we do?”

Student: “Then we need to 
walk 2 or 3 laps per day to 
finish, right everyone?”

Everyone: “YES!” *cheers 
of excitement*

“We love Chanie and what 
happened to him was not 
ok. We need to walk all 
the laps.”

“We need to finish 
for Chanie.”

“Chanie would want us 
to finish the laps.”

Click to add text



Kitchener Community School, Treaty 4 Territory

Jessica Madiratta
Indigenous Advocate
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Kitchener Community School, Treaty 4 Territory

I #WalkforWenjack because...



Comox Valley District School Board, BC

• Held an assembly about who Chanie 
Wenjack and Gord Downie are, and 
about the symbolism of the “feather” 
in Gord Downie's hat from an 
Indigenous perspective.

• Students were taught about Gord’s call 
to action and how he used his voice to 
stand with and up for Indigenous 
peoples and how we can all work 
together to make Canada a better 
place for all Canadians.

• After the assembly was a Walk for 
Wenjack in the forest 
with information stops for students 
about the true history of residential 
schools and some pictures.



• Teachers watched the Secret Path with 
their students 

• Held space for difficult discussions 
about Chanie’s story and the true 
history of residential schools in Canada

• Teachers and students went on their 
Walk for Wenjack throughout their 
neighborhood

• If it is cold when during your Walk for 
Wenjack it could be a teachable 
moment to parallel your walk with 
Chanie's story

St. Theresa of Calcutta Catholic Elementary, AB



• Did a Walk for Wenjack with visuals in 
the hallway for students and staff to 
learn more 
about Chanie Wenjack and 
residential schools in Canada.

• Toonie Drive fundraiser with a goal to 
raise $600, representing the 600km 
that Chanie walked to try return 
home from residential school.

• Educators mapped out the walk on a
NWT map so that students would 
have a better idea of the distance 
they were walking to honour Chanie.

Range Lake North School, NWT



Legacy Spaces

Legacy Spaces are safe, welcoming 
places where conversations and 
education about Indigenous 
history – and our collective 
journey towards reconciliation –
are encouraged and supported.

They also serve as symbols and 
reminders of the important work 
each of us needs to undertake if 
the promises of this country and 
the TRC’s Calls to Action are to be 
fulfilled.



Bullfrog Power

"Bullfrog Power is proud to be one 
of the first organizations to create a 
Legacy Space to help our staff 
engage with the true history of 
Canada and embark on a journey 
of reconciliation together. 

Gord Downie was an early 
supporter of Bullfrog Power and 
even chose to use Bullfrog's green 
electricity to reduce the 
environmental impact of Tragically 
Hip concert tours. Inspired by 
Gord's activism for both the 
environment and Indigenous 
reconciliation, we launched our 
space in June of 2017."



Bullfrog Power

• We transitioned to remote 
work in early 2020

• Needed to find creative ways 
to engage our staff in 
reconciliACTIONs

• Walk for Wenjack provided the 
perfect opportunity because 
we could do it virtually

• 25 employees took part in the 
walk

• In total, they walked more than 
680 km, surpassing their goal 
of 600 km

• Each employee walked an 
average of 27 km, logging their 
updates in a shared tracker



Bullfrog Power
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Getting Started

Our goal is to raise $60,000, which is $100 for each of the 
600 km Chanie had to walk to get home.

HOW TO GET STARTED
Who: Anyone! You can participate as an individual or a team.
What: Plan a walk with your own distance goal, route, and 
timeline.
Where: Wherever you are! Pick the place that works best for you.
When: October 17-22 (Secret Path Week), or any time!

Team fundraising: Click the blue 'Create a Team' button on our 
website to start a team. To find and join a team, search the
'Teams' listing.

Individual fundraising: Click the blue 'Join as an Individual' 
button.

Visit our website to learn more:

https://downiewenjack.ca/our-
work/walk-for-wenjack/



• You can register as an individual (Personal) or on 
behalf of a company, school, organization or group 
(Corporate/Group)

• Invite colleagues, friends, family members, etc. to 
join your team

• Educators/Employers – if you are registering on 
behalf of a group, make sure to indicate the total 
number of walkers

• Share your fundraising and/or distance goal in your 
profile, as well as why you #WalkforWenjack

• Have fun while you walk!

– If you are walking as an individual, invite others 
to join you

– Establish a way for team members to 
communicate throughout the challenge

Registration
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• Social media graphics that easily allow 
you to share with your followers that 
you are participating in Walk for 
Wenjack
– Tag @DownieWenjack and include 

#WalkforWenjack and #DoSomething in 
your posts

• Downloadable Walk for Wenjack poster 
that can be printed and hung in a 
communal space (Educators – you 
should have received one in your toolkit 
or booster kit)

Resources
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ReconciliACTION Toolkit
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Share Your ReconciliACTIONs With Us!
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Everyone is encouraged to share their

Secret Path Week and Walk for Wenjack events on 

social media @downiewenjack. Post and see 

what others are doing!

#DoSomething #SecretPathWeek #ReconciliACTION



www.downiewenjack.ca

@downiewenjack

http://www.downiewenjack.ca

