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LAND
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I’d like to get us started in a good way by acknowledging 
that educators and people who work with youth are tuning 
in from coast-to-coast-to-coast. I’d like to encourage 
everyone to take a moment to consider the traditional 
territories of First Nations, Inuit, and Métis Peoples on 
which you may be tuning in from today.

As we are all on the journey of reconciliation together, 
please take this time to acknowledge, pay respect, and 
think about our relationship to the land, animals, creatures, 
water and people we engage with on a daily basis. Through 
our shared history – we wish to acknowledge our 
relationship in that manner – while taking a moment to pay 
our respects to each other.





Webinar Goals

• What is the Legacy Schools program?

• How do I use these resources in my classroom?

• Why do we get booster kits?

• What is a reconciliACTION?

• Examples from Legacy Schools all over Canada

• Resources Available – all ages, curriculum and 
places

• Q&A





Our Mission 

Inspired by Chanie’s story and Gord’s call to 
action to build a better Canada, the Gord 
Downie & Chanie Wenjack Fund (DWF) aims 
to build cultural understanding and create a 
path toward reconciliation between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples in 
Canada

Our Vision

Improving the lives of Indigenous people by 
building awareness, education, and 
connections between all peoples in Canada



"I swore that I would 
do something about 
it the day he died. I 
would not have my 
brother's death 
swept under a rug.“

Pearl Achneepineskum



Legacy Schools

A free national initiative to engage, 
empower and connect 
student, educators and leaders to
further reconciliation through 
awareness, education, and action.

Schools, groups and clubs are 
provided with free toolkits and 
resources – everything needed to 
confidently teach students about 
reconciliation and the true history of 
Indigenous Peoples and residential 
schools.



Current Legacy Schools



• Established as a pilot in 2018 with just under 300 
schools

• Open to clubs, groups and post-secondary now

• Each September, with help from our Educator Advisory 
Committee we send updated resources (booster kits)

• Surveys sent to participants are reviewed and 
suggestions are implemented when possible, to make 
our program better

• Each September a "booster" is mailed out with 
updated resources to spark conversation and inspire 
change

• Resources online also updated (French & English 
sections)

• https://downiewenjack.ca/our-work/legacy-schools-
programs/resources/

Toolkits and Boosters
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• A reconciliACTION is a meaningful 
action that moves reconciliation 
forward

• ReconciliACTIONs aim to bring 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
people together in the spirit of 
reconciliation to create awareness, 
share, and learn

• ReconciliACTIONs fulfill Gord’s call to 
action to 'Do Something'
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ReconciliACTIONs



Harriet Visitor

• Daughter, Mother, Wife, Teacher
• Board of Director DWF

• Chanie was my uncle, Secret Path is 
my story too

• Important to share our experiences
• Have support from non-Indigenous 

teachers
• Teach with your heart, head 

through education and action 
(reconciliACTION)



Chanie’s Story

Chanie Wenjack was a 12-year-old boy 
who died while fleeing the Cecilia Jeffrey 
Indian Residential School in 1966.

Chanie grew up in Ogoki Post for the first 
nine years of his life with his parents, 
sisters and two dogs. At age 9, he was 
forced to attend the residential school, 
along with his three sisters.

At the age of 12, Chanie ran away from 
the school, attempting to reunite with his 
family who were 600 kilometers away. 
He never made it home.



Gord meets the family

• Gord and Patrick came to 
Ogoki Post to meet my aunt, 
mother, and family

• Still working together with 
Mike and Downie families

• Special connection with 
Chanie & Gord

• Secret Path Week
• Legacy Schools and 

importance of education



Let's walk this journey together!



First Legacy School:
Crolancia Public School

Pickle Lake, ON



Legacy Schools, we love to 
connect with you!



Sioux Mountain P.S.
Keewatin-Patricia District School Board



Kokum and Shoomish fridge magnets. The 
children are now our elders, the most 
important part of our families and 
communities. Our history has always been a big 
part of having a connection to our elders.

Sioux Mountain P.S.
Legacy School Projects



Brad Baker
• District Principal
• Indigenous Education and Safe Schools 
• North Vancouver School District, B.C.



• Bring traditional knowledge into 
the classroom

• learn more about the 
Skwxwú7mesh 
and Səlilwətaɬ peoples

• Weaving project, where every 
person in the school 
learned about traditional 
weaving

• used that gifted knowledge to 
weave their own Quarter Bags.

• display 
of weavings was created to 
remind everyone 
that respecting and embracing 
traditional knowledge of the 
First Peoples is highly valued 
at Lynnmour Xá7elcha





• Legacy Schools Toolkit and boosters valued resources
• We've been using the kit for community involvement
• students, staff, and parents
• Educator Advisor member – revise resources annually



Legacy Schools Kit
Andrea Eby 
St. Bonaventure Catholic 
Elementary School, ON
andrea.eby@dpcdsb.org

mailto:andrea.eby@dpcdsb.org


Items include:
Calendar

Walk for Wenjack poster

Pencil

Flag/Buttons/Wristbands

ReconciliACTIONS’ poster

TRC’s Calls to Action

ReconciliACTION Guidebook



Student 
Testimonials

Mariela

Ethan

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1LblGhoLnSfgJ6n19FgqjuNjQ7KBAV2Y6/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1IADyUMKP_1vSjTV92-4W9ClKXDDKQpFT/view


#ReconciliACTIONS

Educator 
Guidebook



Student Swag





Patricia Miller,
First Nation Education Lead, ASD-N
New Brunswick

Building a Legacy District



ReconciliACTION

• Anglophone North School 
District has committed to 
broaden our efforts towards 
acts of reconciliation within 
our schools and 
administrative offices.

• Flag Raising

• Staff Book Studies

• Community 
Engagement

• Treaty Education

• Professional Learning

• Mawiomi

• Resource Sharing



DWF/Legacy Schools
• L. E. Reinsborough – Spirit Bear

• Miramichi Valley High – Cultural learning



Legacy District



What Legacy Schools 
have been doing...



Range Lake North School, NWT

• Walk for Wenjack with visuals in 
school hallway

• Classes participated in DWF LIVE 
sessions with Leela Gilday & Theland 
Kicknosway

• Students learn about Chanie 
Wenjack and Canada's true history 
with residential schools. As well as 
why it's important to understand the 
impact this has had on us all today



Wagar Adult Education Centre, QC

• Artist Ambassador visit with Maize 
Longboat - video game about first 
contact, and 3D skins creators

• Mural in hallway created by students

• Students engage in on-going education 
and create ways to move reconciliation 
forward

• Figuring out a national art project to 
bring schools together hoping to display 
in Ottawa (one day) and answer TRC Call 
to Action

Watch our newsletter and socials for more ideas from other schools!



Clubs &Groups

• Girl Guides of Canada, and 
BGCC have signed up to take 
reconciliACTIONs with schools

• Working with youth to inspire 
change

• using the resources from the 
site and it has helped find 
amazing information

• Youth leaders to use resources 
in meaningful ways that fit the 
work of their organization



Secret Path Week (Oct. 17-22) is a national 
movement commemorating the legacies of Chanie 
Wenjack and Gord Downie.

October 17th and 22nd mark the dates that Gord 
Downie and Chanie Wenjack joined the spirit world, 
respectively.

DWF calls on Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
peoples to use Secret Path Week to answer Gord’s 
call to action to “Do Something” by engaging in 
reconciliACTIONs and furthering the conversation 
about the history of residential schools.

https://downiewenjack.ca/our-work/secret-path-
week/

About Secret Path Week
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“We have to try. Starting out with good intentions and a good heart is what matters most.”
- Dr. Kate Beane (Flandreau Santee Dakota and Muskogee Creek)

Everyone is encouraged to share Legacy Schools ReconciliACTIONs,

Secret Path Week and Walk for Wenjack events using

@downiewenjack

Post and see what others are doing!

#DoSomething #SecretPathWeek #ReconciliACTION



www.downiewenjack.ca

@downiewenjack


