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Schools in 
Action
One classrooms journey with 
the Downie WenjackFund



/ƘŀƴƛŜΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅ

Å Chanie Wenjackwas an Anishinaabe boy who died while 
fleeing the Cecilia Jeffrey Indian Residential School in 
1966.

Å Chanie grew up in OgokiPost for the first nine years of 
his life with his parents, sisters, and two dogs. At age 9, 
he was forced to attend residentialschool, along with 
his three sisters.

Å At the age of 12, Chanie ran away from the school, 
attempting to reunite with his family who were 600 
kilometers away. He never made it home.
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A window into 
Indigenous 

Ways of 
Knowing

Å Creating a wholistic, 
interdisciplinary unit that:

ïCelebratesIndigenous 
culture

ïEducates students on 
residential schools 
through Chanie 
Wenjack'sstory

ïEmpowers students to 
take action towards 
reconciliation



Life on Turtle 
Island

Topic ideas:
Å Traditional Governance Systems

Å Clan System

Å Trading Networks and Relationships

Å Traditional Education

ï Learning fromGeneration to 
Generationas a community

Å Indigenous Land Knowledge

ï Respect for land ςstewardship and 
sustainability

ï Holistic understanding of Flaura and 
Fauna

ïMedicinal knowledge

Å Arts and Culture

ïWeaving, Textiles

ï Beading



7 Grandfather 
Teachings
Courage Humility Truth 

WisdomHonesty Respect Love



Story of Skywoman

Story of Skywomantold by Robin Kimmerer: 
https://player.vimeo.com/video/397856500



Story Wheel
Practicing Oral Story Telling Traditions



Mapping 
Chanie's 
Journey





DƻǊŘΩǎStory

Å Gord Downie was the lead singer, songwriter, and driving force 
behind The Tragically Hip.

Å Gord learned about Chanie Wenjacklater in life and used his final 
years to urge all peoples in Canada to look at the state of 
Indigenous-ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ά5ƻ {ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎέ 
to change them for the better.

Å Gord and Chanie's Legacy lives on today through you and your 
courage to take reconciliACTIONs and "Do Something".
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Wicapi Oman
The Man 

Who Walks 
Among The 

Stars



Using Secret Path 
in your Classroom

ÅPoetry

ÅGraphic Novel

ÅMusical Album

ÅFilm

ÅArtwork/Symbolism



ColourSymbol 
Image(CSI)

Song Analysis



Seven Matches



Artwork Inspired by 
George Littlechild and Jane Ash Poitras
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Do Something and ReconciliACTIONS

Answering Gord's call to DO SOMETHING

Student driven

Empowering students to take actiontowards

reconciliation

The SO WHAT?
Take the learning beyond the classroom



Walk for Wenjack



Orange Ribbons and 
FriedshipBracelets

Orange Ribbons and 
Friendship Bracelets

Raising awareness about residential schools and money 
for the Downie WenjackFund



Go Forward with Courage



Honouringthe
215+
"Learning is holistic, 
reflexive, reflective, 
experiential 
andrelational"


