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Two Row Wampum
The Two Row Wampum is a living treaty that was established in 
1614 between the Haudenosaunee and the Dutch to establish a 
way for their people to live together in peace. Each nation agreed 
to respect the ways of the other as they shared the land. 

Source: Onondaga Nation

LEARN MORE 
ABOUT TREATIES

“You say that you are our father and I 
am your son.” 

We say, ‘We will not be like Father and 
Son, but like Brothers’.”

This wampum belt confirms our words. 
These two rows will symbolize two 
paths or two vessels, travelling down 
the same river together. One, a birch 
bark canoe, will be for the Indigenous 
People, their laws, their customs, and 
their ways. We shall each travel the 
river together, side by side, but in 
our own boat. Neither of us will make 
compulsory laws or interfere in the 
internal affairs of the other.

Neither of us will try to steer the 
other’s vessel.”
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The Wenjack and Downie families grant DWF full permission to share the experiences of their 
beloved family members, Chanie and Gord, with you.

“We hope you will honour their legacies and act to make their dream of 
making Canada a better, more equitable country, a reality. Join us on the 
path to reconciliation.”

- The Downie and Wenjack Families

A Message from the Families
Chi miigwetch, thank you, for being a part of the Gord Downie & Chanie Wenjack Fund’s Legacy Schools 
program. With more than 6,000 schools and youth groups in every province and territory, we are grateful to 
have you walk the path of reconciliation with us. We all begin our reconciliation journey at different points and 
for different reasons. Where you are on the path is not as important as your commitment to take this journey 
with us. 

We believe that, in order to move reconciliation forward, it is important for all people to understand the 
true history and impact of residential schools. Even during these trying times, you have shown strength and 
continue to answer Gord’s call to “Do Something”. 

We thank you for your dedication to sharing Chanie and Gord’s experiences and helping keep their legacies 
alive by being aware, educating those around you, and connecting with one another through reconciliACTIONs. 

Both of our families have witnessed the beautiful work being done by every one of you. Students, staff, 
teachers, and communities have sent us their work and we continue to be amazed as the program continues 
to grow and the passion deepens. We have loved seeing the incredible drawings, poems, essays, art, videos, 
songs, Walk for Wenjack photos, and letters we receive. None of this would be possible without all of you. 
Thank you for your commitment to moving reconciliation forward.

In Unity,

Harriet Visitor & Mike Downie 
Family Members & Members of the DWF Board of Directors 
Gord Downie & Chanie Wenjack Fund
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Acknowledging Land, Language, and People
Legacy Schools & Legacy Spaces throughout Canada are recognizing the traditional territories we are on and 
appreciating the land through land acknowledgements. However, many students, staff, and community members 
are still learning more about the significance of these acknowledgements. 

Reconciliation is a journey that continues to evolve and grow as we learn more, become better educated, and 
take reconciliACTION. Being mindful of the First Nations, Inuit, and Métis communities who have lived on this 
land for generations is necessary to truly understand where we’ve been and how we got here. We need to 
understand the importance of sharing water, air, and land, and the importance of caring for the earth together 
and our connection to it. 

Pronouncing the traditional names of Indigenous Peoples, expanding our vocabularies, and understanding whose 
lands we are on are all important parts of the path to reconciliation. Whether we are referring to treaty lands, or 
unceded and unsurrendered lands, we are all living on the traditional territories of Indigenous Peoples. 

The unfamiliar can be intimidating. Learning new words and 
languages can be difficult; however, in order to create change, 
we can’t be afraid to challenge ourselves. By creating a land 
acknowledgement from your heart and head you are helping to 
move everyone forward on the path to understanding and truth. 
By continuing to educate yourself and sharing that knowledge 
respectfully with good intentions you will bring needed change. 

No matter where you are on your learning journey, we are here to 
support you on the path to reconciliation.

Art 10 students were given the opportunity to create a composition to represent the land that their school is on in response to their land 
acknowledgement. Artworks were digitally combined with their land acknowledgement and reproduced to be put around the school.

Share your Work with Us 

The Wenjack and Downie families, and all of us at DWF, love hearing 
from you and learning about your reconciliACTIONs. The work you 
do not only inspires us every day, but it is the driving force behind a 
national movement of reconciliation. Please continue to share your 
photos, letters, drawings, songs, and stories with all of us to help 
inspire others and shape our programming. RECONCILIACTION FORM 

When teaching or speaking 
about another group’s 
experiences and stories, it is 
important to ask for permission 
first. Indigenous ownership and 
autonomy over cultural and 
intellectual property are critical 
and must be done with consent 
and meaningful consultation.
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In collaboration with our Legacy Spaces partners at Rogers Communications, a land acknowledgement has been installed at Rogers Centre 
in Toronto. This ReconciliACTION from Rogers Sports & Media and the Toronto Blue Jays organization was brought to life by the words and 

artwork of Philip Cote, a muralist, educator, and Ancestral Knowledge Keeper from Moose Deer Point First Nation. Philip’s artwork is also 
featured in Legacy Spaces inside the Rogers headquarters on Bloor Street, and a public Scotiabank branch at 392 Bay Street in Toronto.

TIPS FOR CREATING A LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Ask yourself these questions about land acknowledgements:

•  Are you hoping to inspire others to understand the importance of land and traditional territories?  
Or are you delivering a land acknowledgement because you were told to do so or because someone 
else is doing it? A land acknowledgement needs to come from your heart. 

•  What is your end goal? What would you like your audience to do after hearing your land 
acknowledgement? Perhaps you can encourage youth, staff, and peers to create their own.

•  When is the best time to say a land acknowledgement? When will people listen and understand  
why it’s important? Consider your audience's age and level of understanding.

• What is the history of the land? Are there any treaties and/or land claims in your area?

Some topics to consider:

•  Find out the names of local Indigenous Peoples from your community, and the significance of their 
ongoing presence. If you are doing a presentation on behalf of a company or subject in school, 
highlight Indigenous people who currently work in that field or subject area.

•  Take note of land acknowledgements as you hear them and make notes on what speaks to you for 
your own acknowledgements.

•  Research Indigenous place names and languages. Language is a significant part of our connection to 
land and place. 

•  Practice and research the correct pronunciation and spelling for the names of local Indigenous nations, 
places, and individuals that you are including.

• Are there different dialects of First Nations, Inuit, and Métis languages in your area? 

DISCOVER MORE RESOURCES
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INTERESTING FACTS:  
Indigenous Languages

Did you know? With more than 70 distinct 
Indigenous languages spoken throughout 
Canada, most of them have no words for 
ownership, masculine/feminine pronouns, or 
saying goodbye. For example, instead of saying 
sister, brother, son, or daughter, people would 
simply say "child," "sibling" or "parent".

Reconciliation is another word that is not 
easily translated into First Nations, Inuit, 
or Métis languages. Wâhkôwîcihiwêwin 
(ᐋᐧᐦᑰᐄᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ) is one Cree version of the 
word reconciliation, although some think more 
appropriate terms would be: kwayaskâtisiwin 
(ᑲᐧᔭᐢᑳᑎᓯᐃᐧᐣ) meaning "to set things straight" 
or âpwênimâkêwin (ᐋᐯᐧᓂᒫᑫᐃᐧᐣ) which means 
"bringing the truth of things".

Inuit should never be referred to as the Inuit 
People because in the Inuktitut language the 
term Inuit translates to "the people".

Fostering curiosity and a love of languages is an 
important step on our path to reconciliation. 

Mental Health Support 
Topics and materials describing the residential school 
system can include highly sensitive subject matter and 
may cause powerful emotional responses.

The impact and effects of residential schools still exist 
today and are felt by many Indigenous peoples, families, 
and communities. For this reason, subjects and material 
may be even more difficult and upsetting for Indigenous 
students, teachers, staff, and those directly affected by 
intergenerational trauma caused by residential schools. 

Health Canada provides a free 24-hour crisis line for 
survivors and their families affected by the residential 
school system (also available in French). The 24-Hour 
Residential School Support Line: 1-866-925-4419.

Crisis Services Canada 
Available to all Canadians seeking support. If you or 
someone you know is thinking about suicide, call the 
Canada Suicide Prevention Service at 1-833-456-4566 
(24/7) or text 45645 (4 pm to 12 am ET). 

Kids Help Phone 
Call 1-800-668-6868 (toll-free) or text CONNECT  
to 686868. Indigenous people can connect with an 
Indigenous volunteer crisis responder, when available, 
by messaging FIRST NATIONS, INUIT, or MÉTIS to 
686868 for young people and 741741 for adults. 

LEARN MORE 
ABOUT INDIGENOUS 
LANGUAGES
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Online Resources 

In order to ensure our programs are up to date 
with the most recent and relevant information, 
our resources are updated on an ongoing 
basis. We currently have more than 80 subject 
areas on our website sharing more than 650 
resources on a wide variety of topics.  

The resources provided are suggestions that 
educators and community members can use 
throughout all curricula from pre-school to 
post-secondary and beyond. They are supplied 
from a variety of sources and once reviewed, 
should be used at your own discretion.

If you have resources of your own that you 
wish to share, please feel free to send them  
to us. Sharing your work is important to 
building connections and helping one another 
on this journey. 

LEGACY SCHOOLS 
RESOURCES 

Our Creation 
Story
DWF was created out of two families, one 
Indigenous and one non-Indigenous, coming 
together to make a change, uphold Chanie 
and Gord’s legacies, and create a pathway 
toward reconciliation. 

Our Mission
Inspired by Chanie’s story and Gord’s call to action 
to build a better Canada, DWF aims to build cultural 
understanding and create a path toward reconciliation 
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous people.

Our Vision 
Improving the lives of Indigenous people by building 
awareness, education, and connections between all 
people in Canada.
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Legacy Schools Commitments
Mikisew students in Pimicikamak Cree Nation, Cross Lake, MB with artist ambassador Peatr Thomas. 

In becoming a Legacy School, you have committed to:

•  Understanding the Secret Path graphic novel as a teaching 
tool (included in the Legacy Schools toolkit).

•  Using the Legacy Schools resources (LegacySchools.ca) in 
your classroom/school/club/group with the support of the 
Legacy Schools toolkit.

•  Inspiring others to engage in acts of reconciliation 
through continued awareness, education, and connection 
(reconciliACTIONs).

•  Supporting others in creating reconciliACTION events, and/or 
fundraising for local Indigenous organizations and/or DWF.

•  We encourage at least one reconciliACTION to take 
place annually during Secret Path Week (October 17-22) 
with ongoing learning and reconciliACTIONs happening 
throughout the year. 

•  Sharing your experiences about the impact of the Legacy 
Schools program and reconciliACTIONs with DWF.

Language is Important 

Please note, apart from the section 
regarding the Indian Act, we have 
excluded the term "Indian" even when 
referencing official names of residential 
schools and government documents. 
The term can be considered offensive. 
Aboriginal (though used in section 35 
of the Canadian Constitution) has also 
been replaced with the internationally 
accepted term “Indigenous”. The term 
Indigenous includes First Nations, Inuit, 
and Métis. 

We continue to use the term “school” 
when referring to residential schools as 
the federal government funded them 
with the name “schools” to deceive 
many Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
peoples. This deception is part of 
the truth that is so important on our 
collective path to reconciliation. 

SHARE YOUR RECONCILIACTIONS 
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Background

Chanie Wenjack

Chanie Wenjack was born on January 19, 1954,  
in Ogoki Post, also known as Marten Falls First 
Nation Reserve, a remote Anishinaabe community  
in Northwestern Ontario. 

In 1963 at the age of nine, Chanie, along with his sisters, 
were sent to the Cecilia Jeffrey Residential School in  
Kenora, Ontario.

In 1966, at the age of 12, Chanie ran away from Cecilia 
Jeffrey, attempting to reunite with his family who was 600 
kilometres away in Ogoki Post. Nine other children ran away 
that same day, but all were caught within 24 hours. Chanie 
could not survive the harsh winter temperatures and died of 
hunger and exposure on October 22, 1966. Chanie’s body 
was found by a CN worker alongside the railway tracks the 
following day, a week after he escaped. He was more than 
60 kilometres away from the residential school he was forced 
to attend. Chanie’s story, tragically, is like so many stories 
of Indigenous children in this country who were sent to 
residential school and didn’t make it home.

Chanie’s death sparked national attention and marked the first inquest into the treatment of Indigenous 
children in Canadian residential schools. The Wenjack family was not allowed to attend the inquest into their 
son’s death. Instead, they heard details about the trial through CBC radio and news reports. 

Legacy Schools Toolkits &  
Booster Kits 
Legacy Schools materials are updated annually and mailed 
out to schools each September as “Booster Kits”. Booster 
Kits aim to inspire ongoing learning and understanding while 
fostering the need to constantly change and update the 
conversations around reconciliation. 

Please review resource materials thoroughly before teaching 
subject matter to youth, peers, and the community to 
determine what is suitable for each audience. 
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“The Indian residential school system causes tremendous emotional and 
adjustment problems for these children.” It is recommended that “a study 
be made of the present Indian education and philosophy. Is it right?” 

– The Jury, Inquest into Chanie Wenjack’s Death, November 17, 1966 

Tributes to Chanie:

1967 – Journalist Ian Adams reported 
on Chanie Wenjack’s life in a Maclean's 
magazine feature article, “The Lonely 
Death of Charlie Wenjack”. That same 
week, Gord Downie turned three years old.

1973 – Students at Trent University 
supported residential school survivors who 
were lobbying the institution to name 
their new school after Chanie Wenjack. 
Eventually, the largest theatre on campus 
was named “Wenjack Theatre”.

1978 – Mi’kmaq artist Willie Dunn releases his song, Charlie Wenjack.

2008 – Anishinaabe artist Roy Kakegamic paints Little Charlie Wenjack’s Escape from Residential 
School currently housed at Gzowski College in Peterborough, ON.

2016 – Secret Path by Gord Downie is released. 

Why did Chanie and his sisters have to leave Ogoki Post to  
attend school?

Residential schools were government-operated institutions aimed at separating Indigenous children from their 
families and traditions to assimilate them into a colonized Canada. Approximately 150,000 First Nations, Inuit, 
and Métis children were removed from their communities and forced to attend residential schools. While 
attending, many children were subjected to significant emotional, sexual, and physical abuse. Thousands of 
children died. The last federally run school closed in 1996. Even though this is Canada’s recent history, many 
people remain unaware of this part of the foundation of our nation. 

Gord Downie

Gord Downie was a non-Indigenous, Canadian musician, storyteller, and poet. He was the 
frontman and lyricist for the band The Tragically Hip from 1984 until his passing in 2017.

In August of 2016, Gord asked all people in Canada to look at the true history of this country and to “Do 
Something” to change it for the better. Gord released his last solo project, Secret Path, which includes an 
album, graphic novel, and film. It tells the story of Chanie Wenjack and calls attention to the challenges faced 
by Indigenous Peoples as a result of the Canadian residential school system. We are pleased to offer you the 
graphic novel in our Legacy Schools and Legacy Spaces toolkits for use in the classroom and workplace. 
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In December of 2016 at the Assembly of First Nations 
in Gatineau, Québec, National Chief Perry Bellegarde 
honoured Gord with an eagle feather, a symbol of the 
bird who flies closest to Creator above, for his support 
of Indigenous Peoples in Canada. Gord was also given 
an honorary Indigenous name, Wicapi Omani, which is 
Lakota for “man who walks among the stars”. Although 
he learned about Chanie Wenjack and the residential 
school system later in his life, he was determined to use 
his platform to make a difference.

On October 17, 2017, Gord Downie passed away 
surrounded by his children and family. His messages of 
hope and powerful calls to action remain. Gord’s legacy to 
create lasting, positive change lives on through you.

The Secret Path  
Mike Downie first learned about Chanie Wenjack through 
a radio documentary, and immediately began researching 
his story. He found a 1967 Maclean’s article entitled, 
“The Lonely Death of Charlie Wenjack” by Ian Adams 
and knew that he had to print it off and share it with 
Gord. After learning of Chanie’s experience, Gord and his 
two brothers flew to Ogoki Post to meet Pearl and the 
Wenjack family. Together they agreed to “Do Something” 
and Gord was given permission to share Chanie’s story 
through the Secret Path project. It began with ten poems, 
which became ten songs, which became a graphic novel, 
and an animated film, which are used in places of learning 
all over the country. 

Secret Path acknowledges a dark part of Canada’s history. 
At every age, readers can put themselves in Chanie’s 
shoes and take away a new message or meaning from 
these haunting words and animations.

"The next hundred years are 
going to be painful as we 
come to know Chanie Wenjack 
and thousands like him - as 
we find out about ourselves, 
about all of us - but only 
when we do can we truly 
call ourselves Canada." 

- Gord Downie

Explicit Content 

Please be sure to read and review the provided 
materials thoroughly before introducing this content. 
When Gord Downie wrote Secret Path, he wrote it 
from the heart. The “Secret Path” song and poem 
contain an explicit word. It is up to the individual to 
ensure that they have a good understanding of the 
material before using the graphic novel and album to 
determine what is appropriate for their community. 
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Thank You, Ian Adams
Ian Adams started writing for Maclean’s 
magazine in the 1960s. While travelling to 
Kenora, ON, to write a story about racial 
tensions between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous peoples, he came across two stories 
in the local paper about an “Indian child who 
had been found dead beside the railroad 
tracks.”  Ian wanted to learn more about that 
child and wrote a feature article about Chanie 
Wenjack. Reluctantly, Maclean’s ran the story 
“The Lonely Death of Charlie Wenjack”. 

“I remember looking down at the dead body 
of Charlie, way back then, and promising him 
I would do everything I could that his name 
would not be forgotten,” Adams said during an 
interview with CBC News.

Forty-five years later, Gord Downie of The 
Tragically Hip made an album about Chanie as 
one of his final projects, inspired by Ian’s article. 
When Gord performed Secret Path at Roy 
Thomson Hall in 2016, he brought Ian onstage 
to a standing ovation.

“Don’t let the cynics tell you that journalism is 
written to be forgotten,” said Adams, reflecting 
on the article. - CBC News, Oct 21, 2016 

While we were deeply saddened by the news 
of Ian’s passing in 2021, we are also incredibly grateful for his gift of sharing Chanie’s story and shedding 
light on the conditions of residential schools. 

Ian Adams, we thank you for sharing Chanie’s story, for inspiring the Downie family, and for empowering 
us all to create change and “Do Something”.

“Ian Adams was a big part of our lives. His role as a reporter in the 
1960s was challenging and so important. He changed the way people 
thought about my uncle Chanie.” – Harriet Visitor

Chanie Wenjack’s sisters pose with Ian Adams at Secret Path Live in 
2016. From Left to Right: Martha, Daisy, Ian, Pearl and Evelyn. 

DISCOVER THE SECRET PATH FILM AND MORE RESOURCES
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Secret Path Week 
Secret Path Week is an annual, national movement commemorating the legacies of Gord Downie and Chanie 
Wenjack. The aim is to inspire Legacy Schools, Legacy Spaces, and all peoples in Canada to answer Gord 
Downie’s call to “Do Something” by taking reconciliACTION during the week of October 17 – 22.

This is a special week as October 17th and 22nd respectively mark the dates that Gord Downie and Chanie 
Wenjack joined the spirit world. Although they passed many years apart, their families are forever connected. 
During Secret Path Week, we honour their lives, and the lives of others like Chanie, by learning about the 
lasting impact of residential schools and committing to take reconciliACTION.

During Secret Path Week, DWF invites all program partners and supporters to participate in their own 
reconciliACTIONs and fundraising initiatives. We encourage you to share your photos, videos, and stories via 
social media and with DWF. Use this form to tell us about your reconciliACTIONs!

SECRET PATH WEEK

During Secret Path Week, we honour their lives, and the lives of others 
like Chanie, by learning about the lasting impact of residential schools 
and committing to take reconciliACTION.
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Began with 7 artists

Over 80 artists 
involved in the program 

DWF Programs 
The goal of each program is to honour Chanie Wenjack’s legacy as a strong and determined 
youth who refused to give up his Anishinaabe identity. Our programs also pay tribute to 
Gord Downie’s legacy as a person dedicated to creating lasting, positive change in Canada.

Artist Ambassador Program 
The Artist Ambassador program brings Indigenous and non-Indigenous musicians and other artists into 
schools throughout Canada to inspire student leadership and move forward the journey of reconciliation  
in schools and communities.

ARTIST 
AMBASSADOR 
PROGRAM

2019
2022

Sandra Sutter visits James Short Memorial, Calgary, AB. 

Artist Ambassador Josh Findlayson (Secret Path Band/Skydiggers) visited Legacy School Lady Smith High School in Lady Smith, BC. 
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Over 70 DWF LIVE sessions have 
taken place virtually, offering 
monthly opportunities for 

youth and supporters to engage online directly with 
Indigenous voices

More than 6,000 educators 
have signed up in every 
province and territory

DWF LIVE 
Our digital series was initially launched during 
Secret Path Week in 2018, prior to COVID-19. It 
became a regular part of DWF programming when 
our audience and programs shifted to remote 
learning in 2020. DWF LIVE provides us with a 
way to bring our community together virtually and 
reach a wider audience. It has become an integral 
part of our programming. Each video is open to all 
ages and can be viewed on Facebook and YouTube 
as they premiere or at a later date. These sessions 
also work to support artists, activists, musicians, 
and more during times of isolation, and we will 
continue to invite guests to speak with us even as 
restrictions are lifted.

Legacy Schools Program 
The ever-expanding Legacy Schools program is an 
opportunity for classrooms, schools, clubs, and 
youth groups to lead the movement in creating 
inclusive learning spaces while raising awareness 
about the history and impact of the residential 
school system on Indigenous Peoples.

Expanded to include clubs, groups, and post-
secondary institutions – so tell your friends!

DWF LIVE

LEGACY SCHOOLS 
SIGN UP

Began as a virtual series for Secret Path 
Week with 30 sessions

Began with 
300 schools

2018

2018

2022

2022

Artist Ambassador Mimi O'Bonsawin hosted several DWF LIVE sessions for 
Legacy Schools in French and English languages.
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No Matter What Age You Are, You Can Always 
Join The Path Toward Reconciliation

Crolancia Secondary School, 
Pickle Lake, ON – Crolancia 
Secondary School was the very 
first school to become a Legacy 
School in 2018. At the time, 
Harriet Visitor (Wenjack Family 
Member on the DWF Board of 
Directors) was teaching at the 
school. Since that time, Harriet 
has moved on to other schools, 
spreading the Legacy School love, 
and Crolancia students and staff 
have continued to champion 
reconciliACTION.

École Dr Knox Middle School, Kelowna, BC – 
Students’ presentation on MMIWG+. 

Albert College – During Secret Path Week, 
Albert College students in Grade 7 and 8 
classes watched the documentary, "Turning 
Tables," and learned more about Joshua 
DePerry, a.k.a. Classic Roots, who is an 
award-winning producer and D.J. from 
Thunder Bay, Ontario.  

École Puntledge Park, B.C. – “For Truth and Reconciliation Week, 
the students at École Puntledge Park are lining our favourite 
creekside trail with painted rock moccasins from each student. 
Left as a single moccasin, we hope the community members who 
walk the trail will think of those children who never made it 
home, the families left behind, and those still dealing with the 
trauma. We hope to inspire people to learn more about Canada's 
history and perform an act of reconciliation”. 

North Anglophone District School Board, NB – 
Students in all grades learn about Chanie Wenjack 
and his determination to return home to his family 
and community from residential school. 

ELEMENTARY RECONCILIACTIONS 

MIDDLE SCHOOL

OUR FIRST LEGACY SCHOOL
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Here are some examples of reconciliACTIONs. We hope these 
wonderful examples inspire you to Do Something. 

École Secondaire Sisler High School, 
Winnipeg, MB – This project was led by 

Indigenous students in Sisler High School’s 
CREATE program using animation and 
virtual reality (VR) to tackle themes of 

reconciliation, empowerment and resilience.

Girl Guides of Canada –  
Girl Guides of Canada chose the 
Legacy Schools program as their 

National Service Project.

Boys' & Girls' Club Inc, Saint John, NB – 
BGC of Saint John challenge other clubs 
in the area to walk 600KM for Wenjack. 

North Anglophone School Board, NB – 
Teachers unpack their Legacy Schools 
toolkits together to find meaningful 

ways to use them in their classrooms. 

Youth Ambassador, Belle Bailey – 
Youth Ambassador, Belle Bailey would 
like to normalize Indigenous Culture. 

Belle would like to #decolonize by 
making our Indigenous identity 

mainstream. Belle posted #30days 
of #ribbonskirts to help breakdown 

these barriers as we move towards the 
#nationaldayoftruthandreconciliation 

on September 30th in Canada. 

Prairie Spirit School Division, Warman, SK –  
Music teachers take part in professional development focusing on the 

inclusion of Indigenous cultures in teaching and learning. 

Mark R. Isfeld School, Courtenay, BC – Mark R. 
Isfeld School wanted to "Do Something" and make 

a difference, so they decided to highlight food 
insecurity issues by organizing a Legacy Schools 
project to bring awareness of Chanie Wenjack's 

story through a series of announcements at school 
over a week leading up to a "drive-by food bank 

donation day" at their school. 

École Sainte Marguerite Bourgeoys, Woodstock, 
ON – Students created a powerful display that 

encircled their school sign. Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women, Girls, and Two-Spirit Peoples’ 

(MMIWG2S+) faces and names were displayed 
with descriptions.

SECONDARY RECONCILIACTIONS 

CLUBS, GROUPS 
RECONCILIACTIONS 

ADULT RECONCILIACTIONS 

YOUTH AMBASSADOR 
RECONCILIACTIONS
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Legacy Spaces Program 
The Legacy Spaces program provides an 
opportunity for all organizations to respond to 
the TRC’s 94 Calls to Action and ensure that 
Indigenous perspectives are represented and 
celebrated in their workplace. Since the first 
Legacy Space was created in 2017 aboard the 
Canada C3 Expedition, DWF has supported all our 
partners in ensuring that reconciliACTION follows 
us into our adult lives. 

Some of our partners were among the first 
businesses, educational institutions, community 
centres, and municipalities to create a dedicated 
Legacy Space for their team. Others are taking their first step this year, as their staff prepare to return to the 
office or to engage with a digital space. As of 2022, we have nearly 50 partners in the program with plans to 
open more than 60 Legacy Spaces throughout Canada.

Many of us did not have access to this education earlier in life, and where you are on the path is not as 
important as the commitment to taking this journey. 

More than 47 Legacy Spaces 
partners with 64 spaces in 6 
provinces and 1 territory

Began aboard the Canada 
C3 Expedition vessel2017

2022
LEGACY SPACES 
PROGRAM
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100 Indigenous and non-Indigenous youth will be 
supported in becoming champions of reconciliation

Youth Ambassador Program 
The Youth Ambassador program is for Indigenous and non-Indigenous youth throughout Canada to engage 
in online, part-time learning that supports them in becoming champions of reconciliation. Youth will gain 
practical work experience, network, strengthen 21st-century skills, and gain leadership experience, all while 
learning about Canada’s true history of residential schools and creating connections between Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous people.  

The Youth Ambassador program is open to Indigenous and non-Indigenous youth, ages 16-25 years old, 
from anywhere in Canada, including rural, remote, urban, and on-reserve communities. Youth will receive an 
honorarium at the end of the program to honour their time, commitment, and participation. 

During the summer of 2021, we were honoured to have 50 youth participants. Since that time, the popularity 
of the program has increased, and in 2022, DWF expanded the program to include 100 participants. Many of 
our Youth Ambassadors choose to remain on the Youth Ambassador Committee to act as mentors for future 
Youth Ambassadors.

YOUTH AMBASSADOR 

Began with 50 youth participants2021
2022
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ReconciliACTIONs – “Do Something” 
Everyone is encouraged to organize reconciliACTIONs throughout the year.

ReconciliACTIONs are meaningful actions, big or small, that move us forward on the path 
toward reconciliation. 

ReconciliACTIONs are unique to each person and organization. They focus on how non-
Indigenous people can build better relationships with Indigenous people and work with 
them on an equal basis to create community action.

Artist Peatr Thomas hosts an Artist Ambassador visit in his home 
community of Pimicikamak Cree Nation, Cross Lake, MB.

Winnipeg School Division hosts a Celebration Pow Wow in June 
each year to honour graduates and Indigenous cultures. 

Caroline L. from Bylth Academy in Ottawa, ON was one of our 
Spring Poster Challenge winners. 

Josh Findlayson (Skydiggers/Secret Path Band) visits Lady Smith 
High School in Lady Smith, BC to speak about taking actions as a 

non-Indigenous person. 
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Canada’s Residential School System
For over 100 years – from 1831 to 1997 – Indigenous children were removed from their 
families and sent to institutions called residential schools. 

The government-funded, church-run schools were located throughout Canada and established with the 
purpose of eliminating parental involvement in the spiritual, cultural, and intellectual development of 
Indigenous children. The last federally-run residential school closed in 1996, with one other continuing to 
operate with private funding until 1997. 

More than 150,000 First Nations, Inuit, and Métis children were forced to attend these schools, some of which 
were hundreds of kilometres away from their homes. The cumulative impact of residential schools is a legacy 
of unresolved intergenerational trauma and has had a profound effect on the relationship between Indigenous 
Peoples and other people in Canada. (Truth and Reconciliation Commission Canada, 2015)

Discussing Recoveries
Currently, unmarked mass graves of children are being recovered and returned to their home communities 
and families. In 2016, survivors told their truths to the National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation. Stories 
of children buried in unmarked graves were repeatedly told by numerous people who attended residential 
schools in all parts of Canada. These are not new discoveries; these were purposely hidden from the national 
consciousness. Please remember the children were not lost, they were taken and are finally coming home.

We encourage you to read the full reports from the National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation.

Cecilia Jeffrey Residential School where Chanie attended in Kenora, ON.
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Questions for Inquiry/Consideration 

Understanding the Systems
We’ve provided some more information about 
residential schools, the National Centre for Truth 
and Reconciliation, UNDRIP, and the Indian Act. We 
hope that no matter where you are in your learning 
journey, you will choose to continue to learn more 
and share your understanding. 

The questions provided below serve as a starting 
point, intended to guide you and your students 
throughout your discovery of Canada’s true history 
and current relationships. 

Learn with your head, lead from the heart, and speak your truth with respectful approaches. 

The impact of residential schools has resulted in various forms of trauma for many Indigenous individuals, 
families, and communities. Not all experiences were the same for everyone at residential schools, however, 
the goal of destroying traditional Indigenous community, family, traditions, relationships, languages, and 
connection to land and culture was deliberate.

DWF recognizes that reconciliation is not easily defined; it is not linear and does not have a clear endpoint.  
To us, reconciliation is a continuous process, a journey of learning and action, that leads to improved 
outcomes for Indigenous people. Awareness of the past, an acknowledgement of harm, and action to  
change behaviour are integral to the process. 

1.  What is Canada’s residential 
school system? 

2.  Who attended residential 
schools? 

3.  Why was the residential 
school system developed? 

4. When did it operate? 

5.  What is the long-term impact 
on Indigenous parents, 
families, and communities? 

6.  What is the impact of 
residential schools on non-
Indigenous children, parents, 
and communities? 

7.  How was the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission 
created in Canada? 

8.  Where are the Survivors 
and attendees of residential 
schools now? 

9.  Why were the graves at 
residential schools unmarked? 

10.  Why were children’s names 
changed when they arrived at 
residential schools? 

11.  How many children attended 
residential schools? 

12.  What other items were taken 
away from children attending 
these schools? 

13.  Why were they called 
residential schools when 
some of them had children 
doing forced labour and not 
learning? 

14.  Where is the closest 
residential school to  
your location? 

15.  How many of the recovered 
children's bodies have 
been identified and names 
restored? 

16.  Who currently has the list of 
names of those who attended 
residential schools? 

17.  Why did First Nations, Métis, 
and Inuit delegates travel to 
meet with the Pope in the 
spring of 2022? 

18.  While the Pope has 
apologized, what more needs 
to be done? 

19.  During DWF’s A DAY TO 
LISTEN, Rebecca Thomas 
recited her poem What are 
their names. After listening 
to Rebecca’s poem, why do 
you think the children’s names 
were not listed and family 
members were not informed 
of their passing? 

LISTEN TO DWF 
A DAY TO LISTEN

Cecilia Jeffrey Residential School 1960. 
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National Centre for Truth and 
Reconciliation (NCTR)
For over 150 years, residential schools operated 
in Canada. Over 150,000 children attended these 
schools; many never returned. Often underfunded 
and overcrowded, these schools were used as a tool 
of assimilation by the Canadian state and churches. 
Thousands of students suffered physical, sexual, and psychological abuse. All suffered from loneliness and a 
longing to be home with their families. The damages inflicted by these schools continue to this day. 

In 2009, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada began a multi-year process to listen to survivors, 
communities and others affected by the residential school system. The resulting collection of statements, 
documents, and other materials now forms the heart of the National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation. 
(National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation, 2020)

The cumulative impact of residential schools is a legacy of unresolved trauma passed from 
generation to generation and has had a profound effect on the relationship between Indigenous 
Peoples and other Canadians.

The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples (UNDRIP) 
The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) is an international document 
adopted by the United Nations (UN) on September 13, 2007, to enshrine (according to Article 43) the rights 
that “constitute the minimum standards for the survival, dignity, and well-being of the Indigenous Peoples of 
the world.” 

The Declaration is the product of almost 25 years of deliberation by UN member states and Indigenous groups 
to protect the collective rights of Indigenous Peoples that may not be addressed in other human rights charters 
and emphasizes individual rights. UNDRIP was adopted by the General Assembly on Thursday, September 13, 
2007, by a majority with 144 states in favour, 4 votes against (Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the United 
States) and 11 abstentions. 

Since UNDRIP was adopted by the General Assembly, the four countries that voted against have reversed their 
position and now support the Declaration. We are happy to provide you with this in your Legacy Schools and 
Spaces toolkits to better understand what steps need to be taken.

Cecilia Jeffrey Residential School 1960. 

Questions for Inquiry/
Consideration

1.  Why is it important to know the truth  
about Canada’s history and the residential 
school system?

2. Why does the truth matter?

3. What do truth and reconciliation mean?

4. Why is reconciliation important?

5.  What does reconciliation mean to you, 
your family, and your community? 

6.  What does reconciliation look like? What 
does it involve?

7.  What is the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada (TRC)?

8.  What are some of the challenges in 
reconciliation? 
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Indian Act 
In 1876, the federal government of Canada enacted 
the "Indian Act", a federal law that governs all 
matters pertaining to First Nations bands, schools, 
status, reserves, and treaties. It allows the federal 
government to regulate and administer the day-
to-day affairs of “registered Indians” and reserve 
communities. This authority has created governing 
structures for First Nations communities in the form 
of band councils and how health, living standards 
and education are established on reserve. While the 
Indian Act has had many amendments since it was 
first passed in 1876, it largely retains its original form. 

The Indian Act is administered by Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada (CIRNAC). The 
Indian Act is a part of a long history of assimilation policies that intended to terminate the cultural, social, 
economic, and political distinctiveness of Indigenous Peoples by absorbing them into mainstream Canada. 

While the Constitution states that Indigenous Peoples in Canada are First Nations, Inuit, and Métis, the Indian 
Act does not apply to Métis and the 1951 Indian Act specifically excludes Inuit from its operation.

Cecilia Jeffrey Residential School 1961. 

Questions for Inquiry/Consideration 

Questions for Inquiry/Consideration 

1.  How does today's Indian Act differ from when 
it was first created under Prime Minister John 
A. Macdonald?

2.  Why were “Indian Agents,” acting under  
the authority of the Indian Act, able to  
replace people's traditional names with 
"easier" names for them to pronounce  
and identify with?

3.  What is Indian status and why does it impact 
Indigenous women the most?

4.  Why did the Indian Act forbid Indigenous 
Peoples from appearing in any public dance, 
show, exhibition, stampede, or pageant 
wearing traditional regalia?

5.  Why did the Indian Act deny Indigenous 
peoples the right to vote in federal and 
provincial elections from Confederation until 
the 1950s (Inuit) and 1960s (First Nations)?

6.  Why would the Indian Act consider Indigenous 
Peoples as wards of the state, labelling them 
as incapable of managing their own affairs?

7. What is enfranchisement?

8.  Why doesn’t the Indian Act apply to Inuit  
and Métis?

9.  Who is Kiviaq, and why did he want Inuit 
included in the Indian Act?

10.  What other assimilation policies were enacted 
against Inuit and Métis?

1. What is the United Nations? 

2.  Why was the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples developed?

3.  Where else in the world are Indigenous 
Peoples’ cultures, rights, and perspectives 
threatened?

4.  Why did Canada vote against UNDRIP when it 
was first adopted?

5.  In 2019, British Columbia passed UNDRIP into 
law in the province through Bill 41 – 2019: 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples Act. Do you think other provinces and 
territories should do the same?
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Letter to Parent(s)/Guardian(s): 
Here is an example of a letter used to let parents, guardians, and the community 
know about the importance of addressing residential schools and the impact they 
continue to have today. Feel free to use this example. 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),  

In order to properly address the negative impact of residential schools and begin our journey toward 
reconciliation, the (your school/school board/club/group) will learn about Chanie Wenjack's residential 
school experience using Secret Path, as well as a variety of other resources, to amplify Indigenous 
knowledge and perspectives. With permission from Chanie Wenjack’s family, the Secret Path began 
as a series of poems written by Gord Downie of The Tragically Hip, which became an album, and 
eventually an animated film and graphic novel. 

Although those who created the residential school system have long since passed, the trauma inflicted 
on Indigenous Peoples continues today. It is impossible to turn a blind eye to the atrocities that have 
been known by Indigenous Peoples for hundreds of years. As more school sites are searched, more 
unmarked graves will be identified.

These lessons were developed in response to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada’s 
(TRC’s) 94 Calls to Action. Action 63 addresses the need to develop age-appropriate curricula about 
residential schools: 

 I.  Developing and implementing Kindergarten to Grade Twelve curriculum and learning 
resources on Indigenous Peoples in Canadian history, and the history and legacy of  
residential schools. 

 II.  Sharing information and best practices on teaching curriculum related to residential schools 
and Indigenous history. 

 III. Building student capacity for intercultural understanding, empathy, and mutual respect. 

 IV. Identifying teacher-training needs relating to the above. 

We aim to provide students with an appreciation and understanding of First Nations, Inuit, and Métis 
knowledge and perspectives. We want as many people as possible in Canada to know the truth about 
residential schools. Only through awareness and education will we be able to truly understand what 
meaningful reconciliation looks like and “Do Something” to change Canada for the better. 

If you have any questions or would like to learn more about our work, please feel free to contact me 
at XXXXX.

Thank you, 

Your Name 

School Information 

For more examples, please visit Legacy Schools Resources at: www.LegacySchoolResources.ca.



26

Legacy Schools Displays and Rooms 
In answer to Gord’s call to “Do Something,” many schools have created physical spaces in 
their schools to spark conversation on reconciliation, local Indigenous culture, the meaning 
of their land acknowledgements, and highlight that they are a Legacy School.  

Saugeen Senior School staff and students created Reconciliation 
Hall in the schools front foyer. 

Schools create artwork inspired by Secret Path and Chanie and 
Gord's legacy. 

École Confédération Brantford, ON Orange Shirt Day 
Shoes Display.

Inspired by the book "I Am Not A Number" students filled this 
display board with refections. 

Students explore the significance of the seven matches Chanie 
carried with him. 

Students created an art show in their hallwalls entitled "Moments on 
the Secret Path" to inspire conversations and change. 

Creating displays like this one for September 30's National Day 
for Truth and Reconciliation sparks conversations and deeper 

understanding for those using your spaces. 

Students highlight the importance and need for clean water 
for everyone.
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More ReconciliACTION Ideas: 
ReconciliACTIONs can be one big action involving the whole school community or 
several small actions making daily change, one step at a time. Here are some great 
examples of reconciliACTIONs:

1.  Use Chanie Wenjack’s residential school experience, 
Gord Downie’s reconciliation story, and Secret Path 
to engage in conversations about reconciliation and 
further reconciliation within the classroom and school 
community. Read the graphic novel, listen to the 
album, or watch the animated film as a group.

2.  Have students and staff send letters to Pearl 
Achneepineskum and Mike Downie to share with  
their families. Letters sent through DWF will be sent  
to them directly.

3.  Find out if there was a residential school in your 
area or where the closest one was located.

4.  Map Chanie’s Journey using this wonderful resource 
which is great for Geography, Social Studies, History, 
and asynchronous learning projects.

5.  Use Secret Path Lessons in French and English.

6.  Research local Indigenous organizations to support. 
Continue working with your school board’s  
Indigenous education department to find the  
best local organizations.

7.  Wear orange on September 30 for the National Day 
for Truth and Reconciliation and understand why 
wearing an orange shirt is significant. 

8.  Watch DWF’s National Indigenous History  
events and DWF LIVE sessions. Subscribe to our  
YouTube channel.

9.  Create a presentation for your classroom, school, 
or community. Share your knowledge to spread the 
word and engage others in conversation. For example, 
Range Lake North School in Yellowknife had students 
present virtually to their peers about the Secret Path.

10.  Study an Indigenous language—especially one that 
is spoken in your region. Learn some common words 
and why it is important to appreciate and protect 
Indigenous languages.

11.  Understand cultural appropriation and what that looks 
like to ensure Indigenous art and culture are respected 
and valued throughout your school.

12.  Participate in the Gord Downie & Chanie Wenjack 
Fund’s Spring Poster Challenge. Each year we ask 
Legacy Schools to create a poster that answers an 
important question. Last year we asked, “What  
does ReconciliACTION mean to you, your family,  
and your community?”

13.  Listen to and study music made by Indigenous artists. 
For a list of new and established artists check out our 
ArtistAmbassador.ca program.

14.  Organize a movie night screening for your school and 
community of Gord Downie’s Secret Path, Evan's Drum 
by Ossie Michelin, or Beans directed and co-written by 
Tracey Deer. Find other Indigenous movies to watch for 
free through the NFB Indigenous or ImagiNATIVE.

15.  Sign your class up to participate in DWF LIVE sessions 
throughout the year. We offer several a day during 
Secret Path Week (October 17-22).

16.  Research reciprocal relationships and how to create 
lasting relationships with individuals by ensuring 
cultural protocols and honorariums are offered and 
adhered to. 

17.  Invite local Indigenous leaders, community members, 
singers, dancers, and/or drummers to participate  
in your events (like a graduation or commencement 
ceremony).

18.  Embrace an opportunity to learn and ask guests  
what protocols are, and what honorarium would  
be acceptable. 

19.  Indigenous cultures are not all the same throughout 
Canada. Learn about local Indigenous peoples in your 
community and their traditions, knowledge, food, 
language, governance, laws, medicines, and more. 

20.  Learn about The Indian Act through Secret Life of 
Canada’s podcast and teaching guide.

21.  Identify the policies and root causes that influence 
stereotypes of Indigenous Peoples due to colonization. 
How does this connect to being trauma-informed? 
Examine the resources, movies, and books you use to 
ensure accuracy and Indigenous-created content.

22.  Participate in follow-up engagements with DWF to 
share information about the impact of the Legacy 
Schools toolkit and reconciliACTIONs.

23.  Understand and acknowledge the traditional land of 
the people you are on. What does that mean to you 
and how can you better understand the importance 
of this acknowledgement. How can you share land 
acknowledgements in your school or community, so 
everyone understands and appreciates them?

24.  It is important to give space in your classroom and 
school for Indigenous perspectives to be reflected in 
the curriculum, lessons, and the physical space. Does 
your learning environment reflect all voices? Do a 
physical scan of your space and include Indigenous 
perspectives on your walls. Create a conversation 
starter that makes people think.

25.  Before practicing local Indigenous traditions, examine 
the Indian Act and question why these ceremonies 
and traditions were outlawed. Some ceremonies like 
smudging should be done by community members 
with expressed permission. 
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Walk for Wenjack
Everybody has their own reason to Walk for Wenjack. For some, it may be a moment to 
honour Chanie. For others, it may be an opportunity to raise awareness of the true history 
of residential schools. Each Walk for Wenjack is unique.

Let’s come together as a nation and walk the over 600 kilometres Chanie Wenjack needed to get home. Share 
your stories with us and the Wenjack family. This is a sad time for the Wenjack and Downie families, but your 
words and acts of reconciliACTION give them hope as Chanie and Gord’s legacy continues.

To register for your Walk for Wenjack visit: downiewenjack.ca/our-work/walk-for-wenjack 

Walk for Wenjack Ideas:

Let’s come together as a nation and walk the over 600 kilometres Chanie Wenjack needed to get home. 
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Fundraising 
Funds raised help support the development 
of DWF programs and resources and 
allow us to continue to support our 
existing programs (Legacy Schools, Youth 
Ambassador, and Artist Ambassador). 

Legacy Schools  
Fundraising Policy 
Legacy Schools’ fundraising initiatives are recognized 
as DWF third-party fundraising activities, wherein 
the school assumes all responsibility for the event 
or initiative. DWF assumes no responsibility for the 
event or initiative, and we are unable to provide 
any additional administrative, marketing, or 
fundraising support. Legacy Schools are welcome 
to solicit sponsors, community partners, and 
individual donations to support their activity. Schools 
shall ensure sponsors demonstrate values that 
are consistent with that of DWF and the school. 
Sponsorships do not require DWF approval. 

Event Promotion 
DWF will provide the use of an official logo for 
promotion with the understanding that the logo 
is being used in good faith. Legacy Schools shall 
ensure that the event or initiative is being carried 
out by the school and that the net proceeds will be 
donated to DWF when our logo is used. DWF should 
be referenced as the beneficiary of the event, not an 
event partner or organizer (e.g., Walk for Chanie in 
support of the Gord Downie & Chanie Wenjack Fund).

Fundraising Events are 
ReconciliACTIONs too! 
Fundraising events are a great way for students, 
staff, volunteers, and the community to come 
together to bring awareness and educate people 
about residential schools. They can act as a 
catalyst for participants to explore a subject they 
are passionate about, and that motivation can 
drive powerful change both on an individual and 
collective level. Students can feel empowered by 
experiencing how their actions affect change and 
engage others in their community. Fundraising 
events are considered a reconciliACTION and can 
be a meaningful way to continue the journey of 
reconciliation.

Fundraising Tools

Personal Fundraising Pages 

Legacy Schools have access to online, personal, 
or team fundraising pages to assist you with your 
fundraising efforts. Pages can be customized for 
fundraising initiatives and donors are provided 
with a tax receipt directly, making your fundraising 
efforts simple and easy to activate. To learn more 
about setting up a fundraising page, please visit 
www.downiewenjack.ca. 

DWF Online Donation Page 

The quickest and easiest way to donate to 
DWF is directly through our website. A gift 
acknowledgement will be issued to the school 
upon receipt of the donation. If you are making a 
personal donation that is eligible for a charitable 
tax receipt, you will receive one instantly via email. 
Visit our Donation Page to learn more.  

Donations by Cheque 

To make a donation by cheque, please ensure 
cheques are made payable to Gord Downie & 
Chanie Wenjack Fund and are mailed to PO Box 
749, Ohsweken ON, N0A 1M0. Please provide an 
email address or return address we can use to send 
your gift acknowledgement or charitable tax receipt.

Share Your Events With Us! 

DWF requests that schools please share information 
about their fundraising initiatives, including the 
approximate number of those who participated 
in, attended, or were impacted by your event(s). 
Pictures, quotes, and stories are also welcome. 
Please reach out to Legacy Schools programming 
staff for more information (legacyschools@
downiewenjack.ca). 
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Socials
Follow Indigenous content creators to  
learn firsthand about Indigenous culture  
and perspective.

Help spread awareness by adding the Downie Wenjack 
Fund donation sticker to your TikTok content or profile!

We invite you to post your events and actions on social 
media using posts, photos, videos, and tweets.

Please note if you are posting photos of students on 
social media, you must have the consent of the parents or/and guardians of students, and of any individuals 
who are over 18. By sharing your photos and video with us you agree to allow us to use the photos and 
videos on our website and social media channels. You also agree that you own the photos and/or videos that 
you submit and grant us permission to use them on our website and social media channels.

How to add a sticker:

Create / post / go live and add the 
Downie Wenjack Fund sticker directly 
to your content by clicking the ‘Support 
Nonprofit’ icon OR go to your profile 
and add the Downie Wenjack Fund 
link under ‘Nonprofit’

Please tag us @downiewenjack so we 
can like and share your post! Include 
the following hashtags on your social 
posts: #DoSomething #LegacySchool 
#SecretPathWeek #ReconciliACTION

Email us your reconciliACTIONs at: 
LegacySchools@DownieWenjack.ca

@downiewenjack

#DoSomething #LegacySchool 
#SecretPathWeek #ReconciliACTION
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Educator Advisory Committee 
This committee exists so our First Nations, Inuit, Métis, and non-Indigenous educators 
can gather throughout the year to discuss the Legacy Schools program, explore new 
resources and ideas, and discuss ways to strengthen the bond between educators and 
students as we grow. 

We are excited to have such a strong and dedicated team and look forward to improving the Legacy 
Schools program with their continued guidance and support. We’d like to thank the members for their 
time as the first term ends. 

Educator Advisory Committee Members 2021-2023

A special thank you to those of you who have worked to make Education & Activation an 
important part of the Gord Downie & Chanie Wenjack Fund.  

Harriet Visitor  
Anishinaabe First Nation, Teacher,  
Chanie Wenjack’s niece, DWF BoD  
Sioux Lookout, Ontario

Christina Sylliboy  
Vice Principal, We’koqma’q 
Mikmaw School,   
Whycocomagh, Nova Scotia 

Joy Skanes  
Teacher, Leary’s Brook Junior High,   
St. John's, Newfoundland 

Christina Silzer  
Teacher, St. Patricks HS,   
Yellowknife, NWT 

Krista Sherman  
Dakota Sioux – Standing Buffalo 
Saskatchewan, Teacher, Winston 
Knoll Collegiate  
Regina, Saskatchewan 

Buffy Sainte-Marie  
Piapot First Nation, Teacher, 
Activist, Musician   
Qu’Appelle Valley,  
Saskatchewan/Hawaii 

Tamara Rondeau  
First Nations,  
Program Support Teacher,   
Winnipeg, Manitoba  

Danielle Root  
Listuguj First Nation, Mi’kmaq 
Education Coordinator at Conseil 
Scolaire Acadien Provincial (CSAP),   
Mi’kma’ki, Nova Scotia 

Carolynn Roberts 
Project Development Officer,  
Sir Wilfrid Laurier School Board,  
Rosemère, Quebec

Lisa Prinn  
DWF Manager,  
Education & Activation,  
Fabre, Quebec/Toronto, Ontario 

Jon Patry  
Assistant Principal,  
James Short Memorial,   
Calgary, Alberta 

Sarah Mazzei   
North Vancouver School District 
K-12, Teacher  
North Vancouver, British Columbia 

Stephanie Maki  
District Principal of  
Indigenous Education  
School District 43 Coquitlam  
Capilano, British Columbia 

Jen Karpiuk  
Métis, Teacher,  
Crescent Heights High School, 
Calgary, Alberta 

Jonah Hupfield  
Anishinaabekwe, Martin Clan, 
Wasauksing First Nation  
Indigenous Studies and 
Anishinabemowin   9-12,  
Near North District School Board,   
Parry Sound, Ontario 

Greg Halcrow  
Director of Education,  
Cross Lake Education Authority, 
Pimicikamak Cree Nation,   
Cross Lake, Manitoba 

Kayleigh Jordan-MacGregor  
First Nations, DWF Development 
Associate and Legacy Spaces 
Program Coordinator,   
Toronto, Ontario 

James Groat  
Tuscarora, Consultant Indigenous 
Education (K-8),  
District School Board of Niagara,   
St. Catherines, Ontario 

Natalie Goodlet  
DWF Youth Ambassador Associate  
Whitby, Ontario 

Andrea Eby 
Teacher, St. Bonaventure  
School (K-6), 
Brampton, Ontario 

Brad Baker  
Squamish Nation, Ministry of 
Education British Columbia,   
North Vancouver, British Columbia 

Trina Allinotte  
Teacher, Kitchener-Waterloo 
Collegiate Institute 9-12,   
Kitchener, Ontario 

Pearl Achneepineskum  
Anishinaabe First Nation,  
Chanie Wenjack’s sister,   
Martin Falls, Ontario 



PO Box 749, Ohsweken, ON  N0A 1M0

DownieWenjack .ca

Thank You
The Gord Downie & Chanie Wenjack Fund gratefully acknowledges the generous support 

of our partners that make the Legacy Schools program possible for schools, groups, 
and clubs in communities throughout Canada.

We would also like to thank the dedicated teachers who have signed up as Legacy School 
educators; the success of this program is because of you and your students. 


