
Live Webinar: 

Creating Your Own
Land Acknowledgement

September 20, 2023
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Wachay| Kwey | Aanii | Bonjour | Hello
#DoSomething#ReconciliACTION
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LAND
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Take a moment to consider the 
traditional territories of the First Nations, Inuit, 
andMétis people on which you live today

Take time to acknowledge, pay respect,and think 
about our relationship to theland, animals, 
creatures, water and peoplewith whom we 
engage on a dailybasis
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kihew ka-ohpahot

Joel Cardinal

kihew kâ-ohpahot



SAFE
SPACE

My intention is to create a safe space for sharing 
knowledge and discussing land 
acknowledgements. I come with an open heart 
and open mind and hope to be received in the 
same way

We welcome questions in the chat throughout 
the workshop, but will also leave time at the end 
to address any questions
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Topics and materials used to educate people about residential 
schools can include highly-sensitive subject matter. If you are 
impacted, please seek support.

Sensitivity Disclaimer

Support is Available

Hope for Wellness Helpline
1-855-242-3310
Chat online at hopeforwellness.ca

Crisis Services Canada
1-833-456-4566 
Text 45645 (4PM ς 12AM EST) 

More resources are listed at DownieWenjack.ca
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Our Mission 

LƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ /ƘŀƴƛŜΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ DƻǊŘΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ 
action to build a better Canada, the Gord 
Downie & Chanie Wenjack Fund (DWF) aims 
to build cultural understanding and create a 
path toward reconciliation between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples in 
Canada

Our Vision

Improving the lives of Indigenous people by 
building awareness, education, and 
connectionsbetween all peoples in Canada
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What is a land 
acknowledgement?
Statements to recognize the First Nations, Inuit, and Métis 
communities who have lived on this land since time 
immemorial.

They are based on traditional Indigenous protocols carried 
out byIndigenous peoples in Canada.

Theyhonourthe strength and wisdom of the Indigenous 
peoples who have deep historicalkinship ties to the lands.

A way for guests to show their respect for and recognize the 
First Nations, Inuit, andMétis peoples whose territory the 
gathering is taking place on.

Land acknowledgements can also be a learning opportunity 
as it provides the speaker thechance to educate themselves 
about the history of the local territory and the community.
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Why do we offer land acknowledgements?

ÅTo ground people before a gathering and set the tone.

ÅTo demonstratea professional commitment to truth & reconciliation byrecognizing the 
deep relationship between lands and peoples.

ÅTo raise awareness of Indigenous presence and land rights in everyday life, for ourselves 
and gathering participants.

ÅTo serve as a reminder that colonization is a structure, not an event in time. Colonial 
harms against Indigenous peoples are results of colonial structured land dispossession that 
continue today.

ÅTo centerIndigenous voices. The colonial state of Canada has a record for erasure of 
Indigenous peoples from society.
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What is the difference between a land 
acknowledgement and a welcome to the territory?

Å Land acknowledgment is a sign of respect to acknowledge the local territory and the 
Indigenous peoples who have a historical relationship with the land. As a guest, these are 
done to honour the host on their territory. This is usually done by the person leading the 
gathering

ÅWelcome to the territory is when an Indigenous person who is local to the territory on 
which the gathering is taking place welcomes guests to their territory
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Why are there different perspectives on land 
acknowledgements in the Indigenous community?

11

ÅYouTube video: Land Acknowledgement ς Baroness von Sketch Show



Why are there different perspectives on land 
acknowledgements in the Indigenous community?

Å There is a healthy skepticism among Indigenous Peoples that land acknowledgements 
can be performative or superficial

ÅWhat Indigenous artists think about land acknowledgements:
ÅάLǘΩǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦŦ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǇŜǊέ
ÅάLǘ ŦŜƭǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŜǳƭƻƎȅΥ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ƴƻǿ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊǎέ
Åά[ŀƴŘ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎƳŜƴǘǎ ǎƳŜƭƭ ƭƛƪŜ ŎƻƴŘŜǎŎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ōǳƭƭǎƘƛǘ ǘƻ ƳŜέ
Åά¢ƘŜȅ ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎέ
ÅάLǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜΣ ǿƻǊƪΣ 
ǇƭŀȅΣ ƭƻǾŜ ƻƴέ
Å Source: Vice.com

Å To avoid this performative pitfall, we encourage our partners to reflect on the various 
forms of land acknowledgements in the next slide
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Sarah Mazzei
EAC,Educator North Vancouver



Legacy Schools

A free national initiative to engage, 
empower and connect students and 
educators to further reconciliation 
through awareness, education, and 
action.

Schools and educators are provided 
with free toolkits and resources ς 
everything needed to confidently teach 
students about reconciliation, the 
impact of residential schools and how 
to be inclusive ofIndigenousknowledge 
and perspective.
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Sarah Mazzei, Teacher
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Harriet Visitor
Wenjack Family Member, 
BoD, EAC, Mother, Educator, 
Student
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Daniella Bento 

& Mounia Ali

Students at Harbord CI
Toronto, ON

Teachers:
Zoe Edwards & Veronica Lopes

https://dwfund.sharepoint.com/:i:/g/EXHFDjZF36pLvDsXOYP8ga4BWubMV1DfKs6bBLt6HYsW7A?e=xgIgUF


Student Land Acknowledgement Harbord C.I.
Boozhoo. Daniella Bento is my name. I am not of Indigenous descent. 
The generations before me did not originate on this land. My 
grandparents are settlers, and there are responsibilities that come 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘΦ aȅ ƎǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 
informed of the history and tragic events that took place before us. 
Using this land, a better life for me was created, a future for me, and 
LΩƳ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭΦ ²Ŝ ƴƻǿ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎΣ ƘƻƳŜǎΣ ŎƭŜŀƴ 
drinking water, resources and the school I learn in, Harbord Collegiate. 
As a second-ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ƳƻǊŜ 
than say a few lines in the morning by taking action, recognizing the 
injustices Canada is responsible for and encouraging others to as well. 
I reflect and educate myself on those here before us including the 
Mississaugas of the Anishinaabe, the Haudenosaunee Confederacy 
and the Wendat. As well as recognizing the continuing presence of all 
First Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples. I also honour the treaty made 
in the Great Lakes region: The Dish With One Spoon. This agreement 
tells us to share the land with each other and make peace with one 
another. Please hear my words as more than an acknowledgement 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘƛȊŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻΦ Miigwech. 19



Student 
Land Acknowledgement 

Harbord C.I.

Mino gigiĤeb! (Good morning in Ojibwe language) 
My name is Mounia and I am a settler on Turtle Island 
which is known as Canada. This land is originally 
cared by the Wendat, Anishinaabe and Mississaugas 
of the Credit River. I recognize that on Turtle Island I 
should be held accountable for the gaps of 
knowledge I have of a land that isn't mine. I am 
honoured to have clean water, shelter, free healthcare, 
free education and a safe and secure environment on 
Indigenous land. As a school we should acknowledge 
we are hosted on the lands of the Mississaugas of the 
Anishinaabe, the Haudenosaunee Confederacy and 
the Wendat. We also recognise the enduring presence 
of all First Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples.
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Legacy Spaces

Legacy Spaces are safe, welcoming 
places where conversations and 
education about Indigenous history τ 
and our collective journey towards 
reconciliation τ are encouraged and 
supported. 

They also serve as symbols and 
reminders of the important work each 
of us needs to undertake, particularly 
employers, in responding to the Truth 
ŀƴŘ wŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ фп 
Calls to Action.
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Nova Scotia Power

Nova Scotia Power joined the Legacy 
Spaces program in 2021 and officially 
launched their unique space earlier this 
year on Indigenous Peoples Day. 

We are joined today byDavid 
Ladouceur, who will share more about 
his experience withhelping the 
organization respond to the 94 Calls to 
Action, honour the land they work on, 
and build capacity for Mik'maw lead 
development in Mik'maki.
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ÅWhat is the difference 
between a Territorial and 
Land Acknowledgement?

ÅWho should lead these, and 
when should they be done?
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ÅWhat is the best way to do my 
homework first?

ÅWhat if I make a mistake?
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ÅAre there apps or resources 
available to help me pronounce 
the hard words?

ÅWhat I hope you take away 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΧ



Closing Remarks:
Questions & Answers
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Inquiry Questions

Inquiry Questions

ÅHow can you write your own land acknowledgement?

ÅWhat should the audience do after hearing a land acknowledgement?

ÅWhat is the history of the land? Are there any treaties and/or land claims in your 
area?

ÅCan you research the names of local Indigenous Peoples from your region, and the 
significance of their ongoing presence?

ÅCan you find a local land acknowledgement created by someone else that you really 
like? What did you like about it? How could it be improved?

ÅWhy is it important to research Indigenous place names and languages?

ÅDo you believe language is a significant part of connection to land and place? Why?
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Let's walk this journey together!
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