DOWNIE-WENJACK W

DWF LIVE: WORLD WATER DAY WITH WILLIE POLL

SUGGESTED SUGGESTED SUBJECT
AGES: K-6 AREAS: AIll Subject Areas

0 WATCH ON YOUTUBE

YV WATCH ON VIMEO

DURATION:
10 minutes for video, 40 minutes for discussion

Disclaimer: Educators and group leaders are responsible for ensuring lessons and materials presented in
their classrooms or groups are appropriate for their unique students.

OBJECTIVES: MATERIALS:

1. Students will analyze the themes of environmental « DWF LIVE video: view
responsibility and water protection in Minnow: The on YouTube or Vimeo
Girl Who Became Part Fish, connecting them to  Internet access for
real-world issues such as pollution and research
conservation efforts. « Art Supplies

2.Students will explore Indigenous perspectives on « Audiovisual equipment
water and discuss the importance of water in Métis (projector, speakers,
and other Indigenous cultures, identifying ways they etc.)
can contribute to water stewardship in their « Other items as needed

communities.


https://youtu.be/SSck4n-1P7M
https://vimeo.com/1058240166/9fabbe1c04?share=copy
https://youtu.be/SSck4n-1P7M
https://vimeo.com/1058240166/9fabbe1c04?share=copy

DWF LIVE: WORLD WATER DAY WITH
DOWNIE&WENIACK W" WILLIE POLL

DWF LIVE VIEWING (10 MINUTES):

1.. Watch story time portion of DWF LIVE with Willie Poll on YouTube or Vimeo.
2.- Ask students to take notes on topics or reflections.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (40 MINUTES):

Feel free to use these discussion questions at your discretion, with your class following
the read-along with Willie Poll. Please adapt accordingly for your age group.

« What do you think Minnow’s transformation into a part-fish means? How does this
change help her understand the ocean and its creatures differently than before?

« How does the story show the impact of pollution on water and marine life? What
real-world examples of water pollution have you seen in your community or heard
about?

« Minnow decides to return to land to defend the ocean. Why do you think she made
this choice and why was it important to her?

« The story highlights Indigenous perspectives on water. Why is water so important
in Indigenous cultures, and how does Willie Poll's heritage influence the message
of the book?

« Pollution in our waterways hurt animals like the salmon. Why is it important to think
of the other animals connected to the water?

« The author was inspired by individuals that protect waterways. Why is it important
to think about and protect water in our communities?

« Métis people have been connected to water. Why is water an important part of their
story?

« Many Indigenous communities do not have access to clean and safe drinking water
in Canada. Why do you think it is important for all people to have access to safe
drinking water?

« How do you think we can work with both non-Indigenous and Indigenous people to
care for our water in better ways?


https://youtu.be/SSck4n-1P7M
https://vimeo.com/1058240166/9fabbe1c04?share=copy

DWF LIVE: WORLD WATER DAY WITH
DOWNIE&WENIACK W" WILLIE POLL

EXTENDING ACTIVITY (1-HOUR SUBSEQUENT LESSON):
WATER PROTECTOR POSTER DESIGN

OBJECTIVE: Students will create a visual representation of Indigenous-led efforts
to protect water, inspired by the themes in Minnow.

ACTIVITY:

« Students will research an Indigenous community or water protection movement
(e.g., Wet'suwet’en resistance, Fairy Creek protests, or local water advocacy
efforts).

« Using paint, markers, or digital design tools, students will create a powerful
advocacy poster that raises awareness about the importance of water protection,
clean water and Indigenous stewardship.

« Encourage students to create a unique work of art inspired by Willie Poll’s book.

« Display the posters in the classroom or share them in a digital gallery to spread
awareness.

« As always, send DWF your ReconciliACTIONs! Share the posters with DWF.



https://downiewenjack.ca/our-work/legacy-school-reconciliactions/

DWF LIVE: WORLD WATER DAY WITH
DOWNIE&WENIACK W" WILLIE POLL

COLLABORATIVE STORYTELLING MURAL

OBJECTIVE: Students will collaboratively create a large-scale mural that visually
tells the story of water, land, and environmental protection from an Indigenous
perspective.

ACTIVITY:

« As a class, discuss the key themes from Minnow—connection to water, Indigenous
teachings, and the role of youth in environmental advocacy.

« Assign sections of the mural to small groups, with each group illustrating a different
aspect (e.g., traditional fishing practices, the impact of pollution, youth activism,
and change makers).

« Use mixed media such as watercolour, collage, or acrylic paint to create the mural.

« Once completed, the mural can be displayed in the school or community to
encourage dialogue about water protection and understanding Indigenous
knowledge.

« As always, send DWF your ReconciliACTIONs! Share the mural with DWEF.



https://downiewenjack.ca/our-work/legacy-school-reconciliactions/

