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DWF LIVE: EARTH DAY WITH LARISSA CRAWFORD

Honouring Earth Day Through Indigenous Leadership — Reflections, Responsibility, and Action

SUGGESTED SUGGESTED

AGES: SUBJECT AREAS:
Grades 10-12, Social Justice, Social
Adult Education Studies, English

° WATCH ON YOUTUBE

€ watcH oN FACEBOOK

DURATION:

2 hours, split into two lessons (60 minutes for introduction and viewing, and 60
minutes for discussion and research).

Disclaimer: Educators and group leaders are responsible for ensuring lessons and materials presented in
their classrooms or groups are appropriate for their unique students.

OBJECTIVES: MATERIALS:

1.Students will understand the - DWEF LIVE: Earth Day with
interconnectedness of climate justice, Larissa Crawford
anti-racism, and Indigenous rights. « Internet access for research

2.Students will explore the concept of « Audiovisual equipment (projector,
ancestral accountability. speakers, etc.)

3. Students will reflect on their role in « Chart paper or whiteboard
environmental justice and reconciliation. « Journal or devices for written

4. Students will respond critically to Larissa responses

Crawford’s insights and experiences.


https://youtu.be/eNCu-tHa8Ao
https://youtu.be/eNCu-tHa8Ao
https://youtu.be/eNCu-tHa8Ao
https://youtu.be/eNCu-tHa8Ao
https://www.facebook.com/downiewenjack

:::::: L 77/ EARTH DAY WITH LARISSA CRAWFORD
DOWNIE&WEN]ACK W"

LESSON 1

INTRODUCTION (25 MINUTES)

1.Prompt: “What does Earth Day mean to you? Whose voices do we usually hear
when people talk about helping the environment, and are there voices that we don’t
hear as much?”

2.Discuss as a class or in small groups. Chart student responses.

DWF LIVE VIEWING (35 MINUTES)

1.Share a short bio: Larissa Crawford is a Métis-Jamaican changemaker and founder
of Future Ancestors Services, who leads with anti-racism and Indigenous knowledge
in climate work. To learn more about Larissa, visit:

www.futureancestors.cal/founder

2.Watch DWF LIVE: Earth Day with Larissa Crawford.

3.Ask students to take notes on topics or reflections.

LESSON 2

GROUP DISCUSSION (15 MINUTES)

1.Prompt students to identify and discuss key messages in Larissa Crawford’s work:
a.What does Larissa say about ancestral accountability?
b.How does Larissa connect why Canada was created with environmental harm?
c.What does responsible youth action look like when trying to make the world a
better place?

2.Chart student responses.


https://www.futureancestors.ca/founder
https://youtu.be/eNCu-tHa8Ao
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EXTENDED RESPONSE QUESTIONS (25-30 MINUTES)

Ask students to select 3-5 of the following extended response prompts to respond to in
a written format.
1.Larissa reminds us that climate justice cannot happen without anti-racism.
a.Why is it important to include racial justice and Indigenous rights in climate
activism, and what are the consequences if we don’t?
2.Reflect on this quote from Larissa: “I think that the more we move forward in our
understanding of innovation in renewable energy and sustainability, with that effort
to look back, to understand how to go forward, we're going to be better positioned
to, in many ways, return to more sustainable ways of being.”
a.What does this mean to you personally, and how might it influence your choices
for Earth Day and beyond?
3.Many young people want to help with climate action but aren’t sure where to begin.
Larissa shares that it's important for youth to “own the power they have.”
a.How can you apply this in your own life or school?
4.1n what ways does Larissa Crawford challenge mainstream narratives about the
environment and sustainability?
a.How might this approach lead to more just and effective climate solutions?
5.Larissa reminds us that we are all “future ancestors”. This means the decisions we
make today will impact the next generations.
a.How does thinking of yourself this way make you feel? Does it change the way

you think about your actions today? Why or why not?
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CONCLUSION (10-15 MINUTES):

Invite students to share their reflections. Highlight recurring themes and affirm diverse
perspectives.
1.End with a group commitment: Larissa shared many examples of actions and
changed behaviours that you can do (inside and outside) to honour Earth Day.
What is one action you will take this Earth Day that honours Indigenous knowledge
and environmental justice?

a.This activity can also be used as an exit pass activity.



