DOWNIE-WENJACK W

DWF LIVE: METIS SANTA

SUGGESTED DURATION:

AGES:
3 class periods

Grades K-3 (75-105 minutes)

Disclaimer: Educators and group leaders are responsible for
ensuring lessons and materials presented in their classrooms or
groups are appropriate for their unique students.

SUGGESTED SUBJECT AREAS:

Social Studies, English Language Arts, Visual Arts, Indigenous Education, Music, Dance,
Media Literacy, Cultural Studies, Oral Communication, Reading Comprehension

OBJECTIVES: MATERIALS:
Students will: - DWF LIVE with Métis Santa
1.Recognize how Métis Santa is similar « Internet access for learning
to and different from other Santas. « Gabriel Dumont Institute
2.Listen to and engage with Métis + YouTube, The Rabbit Dance
storytelling. « Audiovisual equipment (projector,
3.Ask thoughtful questions about Métis speakers, etc.)
Christmas and culture. « Craft supplies: glue, pencils,
4.Explore Métis customs through music, paper/felt, markers, yarn/ribbon,
dance, and traditional crafts. and other items as needed

« Mitten printout (included)


https://www.youtube.com/@DownieWenjack/videos
https://gdins.org/metis-culture/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAFF30VKjfE
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Story Details:
« The Story of the Rabbit Dance
o Written by Jeanne Pelletier, illustrated by J.D. Panas, and translated into
Michif-Cree by Rita Flamand
o Created and shared by the Gabriel Dumont Institute

« About the book: Métis trapper Jacques witnesses the creation of the Rabbit
Dance
« PDFs available: English & Michif (share on a screen or print to follow along)

Narration Options:
@) The Story of the Rabbit Dance - English Narration
¢) The Story of the Rabbit Dance - Michif Narration



https://gdins.org/
https://www.metismuseum.ca/media/document.php/148266.Rabbit%20Dance%20DVD%20Accompanying%20PDF.pdf
https://www.metismuseum.ca/resource.php/149603
https://www.metismuseum.ca/resource.php/149604
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LESSON PLAN:

1. INTRODUCTION (30 MINUTES)

Before the DWF LIVE session, explain to students how Métis Santa is similar to the

Santa they already know, but instead of a belt, gloves, and boots, he wears a sash,

mittens, and moccasins.

Ask:

How is Métis Santa similar to other Santas? How is Métis Santa different?
What do his clothing items tell us about Métis culture?

Introduce The Story of the Rabbit Dance: Show the PDFE on-screen or printed.
Optional: Play short clips of English and/or Michif narration.

Discuss key characters, the setting, and the idea of the Rabbit Dance.

Questions to ask Métis Santa

Brainstorm as a class and create 3 questions they would want to ask Métis Santa

during the DWF LIVE session. Questions could be about:

Métis Christmas traditions
Métis storytelling
Santa’s attire

. DWF LIVE VIEWING (30-45 MINUTES)

Participate in the live event on the DWF YouTube channel

Encourage attentive listening and reflection

After story time, students will be invited to ask Métis Santa their prepared
guestions

Please note that not all students or classes will appear on camera during the
Q&A

Educators are asked to prepare students ahead of time so they understand that
only a limited number of classes will have the opportunity to ask questions live
Please moderate as needed to ensure all participating classes have a fair chance
to engage


https://www.metismuseum.ca/media/document.php/148266.Rabbit%20Dance%20DVD%20Accompanying%20PDF.pdf
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3. REFLECTION & DISCUSSION (15-30 MINUTES)

After DWF LIVE, ask students:
« What did you learn about Métis culture or traditions?
« What did you enjoy about the story?
« How is Métis Christmas different from or similar to your own holiday celebrations?

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

« Watch previous DWF LIVE with Métis Santa: Métis Christmas Mittens
- Craft Idea: Métis Mittens
o Cut out the mitten shape

o Decorate with simplified patterns (flowers, diamonds)
o Hang for classroom display
« See more details and ideas from Gabriel Dumont Institute: Métis Christmas

Mittens

ASSESSMENT OPTIONAL

Have students:
« Share a fact they learned about Métis culture
« Retell the Rabbit Dance story in their own words
« Explain the significance of sashes, mittens, or beadwork


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fj5SVGEMgrg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fj5SVGEMgrg
https://www.metismuseum.ca/media/document.php/149639.(23)%20BMCLTL%20-%20Metis%20Christmas%20Mittens.pdf
https://www.metismuseum.ca/media/document.php/149639.(23)%20BMCLTL%20-%20Metis%20Christmas%20Mittens.pdf
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