DOWNIE-WENJACK W

DWF LIVE WITH DR. TASHA HUBBARD
Singing Back the Buffalo

SUGGESTED AGES: Grades 9-12

DURATION:

2-3 class periods (20 minutes for viewing DWF
LIVE with Dr. Tasha Hubbard, and 80-135
minutes for further discussion and activities)

SUGGESTED SUBJECT AREAS:

Disclaimer: Educators and group leaders are
Indigenous Studies, English Language responsible for ensuring lessons and materials

Arts, Science, and Civics presented in their classrooms or groups are
appropriate for their unique students.

OBJECTIVES:

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

« Understand themes from Singing Back the Buffalo, such as “Buffalo Consciousness,”
buffalo as relatives, and links between Indigenous rights and ecological healing.

« Connect the concept of rematriation to reconciliation, responsibility, and cultural
resurgence.

« ldentify actions individuals and communities can take to support Indigenous-led land
and wildlife restoration.

« Explore the connections between Indigenous knowledge and environmental
restoration, as a form of reconciliation.

« Consider the role of Indigenous-led storytelling and song as tools for truth-telling,
healing, and knowledge transmission.
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MATERIALS:

« DWF LIVE link

« Internet access to view DWF LIVE with Dr. Tash Hubbard - Singing Back the
Buffalo

« Audiovisual equipment (projector, speakers, etc.)

« Note-taking and written response materials: paper, pencils, or computers

« Devices for students to re-watch DWF LIVE with Dr. Tasha Hubbard
individually (optional)

« 45-minute version of Singing Back the Buffalo on The Nature of Things

(optional, registration required)

LESSON PLAN

INTRODUCTION (15-60 MINUTES):

Prior Knowledge Activation

1) Think-Pair-Share activity prompt:
Write what you know about: Buffalo/bison, prairie/grassland ecosystems, and the
connectedness of humans and domesticated or wild animals.

Have students work individually first, writing as much as they can in response to the
prompt. Then, students pair with a classmate and discuss their answers. Finally,
each pair will share with the rest of the class.

2) Provide context before interview:
o Watch the trailer or condensed version of Singing_Back the Buffalo |

Official Trailer

o Introduce Dr. Tasha Hubbard as a writer, filmmaker, and professor



https://youtu.be/Cra75nUhr2M
https://youtu.be/Cra75nUhr2M
https://youtu.be/Cra75nUhr2M
https://youtu.be/Cra75nUhr2M
https://gem.cbc.ca/the-nature-of-things/s64e09
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xshtMcU6fZE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xshtMcU6fZE
https://www.nfb.ca/directors/tasha-hubbard/
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DWF LIVE VIEWING (20 MINUTES):

1.Provide students with a list of key terms to listen for/take notes on while watching
the interview:
o Rematriation
o Buffalo Consciousness
o Kinship relations
o The Buffalo Treaty

2.Watch the DWF LIVE with Dr. Tasha Hubbard - Singing Back the Buffalo

GROUP DISCUSSION (10-20 MINUTES):

Facilitate a discussion around the following questions:
1.What motivated Dr. Hubbard to create Singing Back the Buffalo?
2.What is different about documentary storytelling when compared to other forms of
storytelling?
3.How does Dr. Hubbard define “Buffalo Consciousness”?
4.What changes when we think about buffalo as relatives rather than resources?
5.How is buffalo rematriation a form of reconciliation?
6.What are respectful ways to support buffalo returning to their traditional lands?

Depending on the amount of time available, educators may want to adapt the
discussion to have students work individually or as a group, answer some or all
questions, or submit written responses for assessment.


https://youtu.be/Cra75nUhr2M
https://youtu.be/Cra75nUhr2M
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ACTIVITY (40 MINUTES): QUOTE ANALYSIS AND RESPONSE
1) Students can choose one of the following quotes from Dr. Hubbard:

“If the thinking is that humans are at the top, and everything exists for humans’
benefit, well, that opens the door to unequal relationships, to extractive policies, to
seeing the world for only our benefit. As opposed to seeing ourselves as part of the
world.”

“The buffalo are so significant in our lives as Indigenous Peoples that we formed our
governance structures by being taught by the buffalo. They are our teachers.”

“Part of what buffalo bring is a notion of balance. One of the things | learned early
on in my buffalo journey was that buffalo are matriarchal.”

2) Students provide a written response to each of the following for their
quote:
a. Situate the quote within the interview. Imagine your friend did not watch the
interview, how would you explain the context of the quote to them?
b.Explain the quote in your own words. Describe how the quote connects to a
broader theme from the interview.
c.Apply the quote to your personal life. How can you relate to the quote? It
could be through your unique interpretation, symbols, or experiences.

CONCLUSION (15 MINUTES):

Have students pair up with one or two other classmates who selected a different
guote to discuss their written responses from the Quote Analysis and Response
activity.
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ASSESSMENT:

Students will submit their written responses from the Quote Analysis and Response
activity.

EXTENSIONS:

« Explore additional readings or multimedia on buffalo rematriation and Indigenous
ecological knowledge.

- Create a map or visual project showing historical and contemporary buffalo
ranges and Indigenous territories.

« Write a reflective journal or story connecting personal experiences to buffalo,
land, and/or kinship with animals.

« Engage in a classroom debate or role-play on buffalo restoration versus land use
priorities.
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EDUCATOR REFLECTION AND IMPACT QUESTIONS:

Please complete this short Feedback Form. Your thoughts help DWF

iImprove resources and support reconciliation-focused learning
throughout Canada. Plus, each submission enters you into our monthly
draw for classroom resources!

Stage | - Short-Term Results (Respect and Empathy, Learning History and
Impact)

What new understandings did students demonstrate about Indigenous relationships
with buffalo and the impacts of colonial policies on communities and ecosystems?

Stage Il - Medium Term Results (Reflection, Taking Action, Reciprocal
Relationships)

What reflections or actions did students propose or take after the lesson? Did
students suggest learning more, supporting Indigenous-led initiatives, stewardship at
school, or engaging their community?

Stage Ill - Long Term Results (Shifting Institutional Values and Culture)

How does Singing Back the Buffalo challenge or affirm the values of your school or
educational community? What concrete changes to practices, policies, or
partnerships could support reconciliation at an institutional level?


https://www.tfaforms.com/5208291
https://www.tfaforms.com/5208291

