
Lesson Plan

SUGGESTED AGES:  
Grades 12+
(senior secondary, post-secondary, adult
learners)

Indigenous Studies, Environmental Studies,
Social Justice & Ethics, Media Studies,
Biology / Marine Ecology, Law, Policy, Animal
Welfare, Reconciliation & Indigenous
Knowledge Systems

SUGGESTED SUBJECT AREAS:

DWF LIVE: RESIDENT ORCA
In Conversation with Squil-le-he-le (Raynell Morris)

& Sarah Sharkey Pearce

Disclaimer: Educators and group leaders are
responsible for ensuring lessons and materials
presented in their classrooms or groups are
appropriate for their unique students.  

Content Advisory: This film addresses themes of
captivity, colonial violence, loss, and environmental
harm that may be emotionally challenging for some
learners. Educators are encouraged to provide space
for reflection and care, and to remind students they
may step away if needed.

2-3 class periods or 90-110 min
(30 minutes: DWF LIVE viewing, 60–80
minutes: Discussion, reflection, and research
activity)

DURATION:



Lesson Plan

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to: 
Understand the historical and ethical context of captive orca practices in North

America.

Examine the role of Indigenous leadership, matriarchal knowledge, and kinship

systems as central to conservation efforts.

Reflect on the importance of names, language, and identity through

Sk’aliCh’elh-tenaut’s story, and consider how names connect individuals to

family, culture, and place.  

Analyze how colonial systems have impacted ecosystems, animals, and

Indigenous Peoples.

Identify personal and collective responsibilities for environmental stewardship

and reconciliation. 

OBJECTIVES:  

DWF LIVE link
Resident Orca Film Screener for Educators (password: orcafilm)

Resident Orca Trailer 

Resident Orca website
The Sk’aliCh’elh-tenaut Legacy Group 
Internet access for research 

Audiovisual equipment (projector, speakers, etc.) 

Chart paper or shared digital documents 

Journals or reflection sheets (optional) 

MATERIALS:

DWF LIVE: RESIDENT ORCA
In Conversation with Squil-le-he-le

(Raynell Morris) & Sarah Sharkey Pearce

https://youtu.be/I5s1evks_DE
https://vimeo.com/1046897894?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/1046897894?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/1011435441/90cf042ba7?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/1011435441/90cf042ba7?share=copy
https://www.orca.film/
https://www.orca.film/
https://www.skalichelhtenaut.org/


Lesson Plan

Begin by asking students: 
What comes to mind when you think about orcas in captivity? 

Who usually gets to tell the story of animals held in aquariums or marine parks? 

Introduce Resident Orca:  
Briefly explain that the film centers on the orca known publicly as Lolita, but also

known as Tokitae (Toki) and, in the Lhaq’temish language of the Lummi Nation,

Sk’aliCh’elh-tenaut. 

Explain how names carry responsibility, relationships, and history. They shape

how we see ourselves and how we are seen by others. In this film, you’ll hear the

orca known publicly as Lolita, but also as Tokitae, and by her Indigenous name,

Sk’aliCh’elh-tenaut. Each name reflects a different relationship and a different way

of understanding who she is. Throughout the history of Canada, many Indigenous

children in residential schools were also renamed, often given English names that

replaced their own. For example, Chanie Wenjack was frequently called “Charlie.”

As you watch and reflect, think about how renaming can affect identity, belonging,

and connection – not only for people but also for more-than-human relatives, such

as animals and the natural world. Consider how names can honour relationships

or how they can distance us from them. 

INTRODUCTION (10-15 MINUTES):

LESSON PLAN

DWF LIVE: RESIDENT ORCA
In Conversation with Squil-le-he-le

(Raynell Morris) & Sarah Sharkey Pearce



Lesson Plan

DWF LIVE VIEWING (30  MINUTES):

Watch the DWF LIVE event on DWF’s YouTube Channel
Ask students to take notes on: 

The different names used for the orca, who uses them, and how this makes you

feel. 

Moments where science, policy, or authority conflict with Indigenous knowledge,

culture, or spiritual responsibility. 

The role of Indigenous matriarchs and leadership. 

Ethical questions raised by captivity, conservation, and systemic barriers to

timely intervention. 

Emotional responses or moments that stood out. 

GROUP DISCUSSION OR PERSONAL RESPONSE (20–25 MINUTES):  

Facilitate discussion using the following questions. Students can also respond
to some or all of the questions in written form. 

In the interview, we learned how the orca Sk’aliCh’elh-tenaut received her name.

When did Sk’aliCh’elh-tenaut receive her name from her Lhaq’temish community,

and what does it mean? How does hearing her Indigenous name change the way

you understand her story? 

In the interview, what similarities does Squil-Le-He-Le draw between Sk’aliCh’elh-

tenaut’s reality of being taken from her family, and the history of boarding schools

in the USA and residential schools in Canada? 

How does this film challenge dominant narratives about animals, entertainment,

and conservation? 

 What role do Indigenous knowledge systems, including ceremony, spiritual

responsibility, and matriarchal leadership, play in protecting ecosystems and

animal relatives? 

Ultimately, Sk’aliCh’elh-tenaut did not return to her community before she passed

on to the spirit world. What does Squil-Le-He-Le say in the interview about the

success of their goal? 

What responsibilities do humans have to animals when they remove them from

their natural environments? 

DWF LIVE: RESIDENT ORCA
In Conversation with Squil-le-he-le

(Raynell Morris) & Sarah Sharkey Pearce

https://youtu.be/I5s1evks_DE


Lesson Plan

Small-Group Reflection & Research Activity 
Divide students into small groups and assign one of the following focus areas: 

Names & Identity: Research the importance of naming within Indigenous cultures

and reflect on how Sk’aliCh’elh-tenaut’s name represents kinship and belonging. 

 

Captivity & Ethics: Examine laws, policies, or historical practices related to marine

mammal captivity. 

 

Indigenous Leadership: Explore how Indigenous matriarchs and communities lead

conservation differently from Western systems. 

 

Ecosystem Impact: Research the Southern Resident Killer Whales and how their

survival is connected to water health and human actions. 

Each group prepares: 
3 key insights 

1 lingering question 

1 reconciliACTION you can take (personal, school, community, or institutional)

inspired by the film 

Groups may also draw on ideas shared in the interview. 

ACTIVITY (20-30 MINUTES):

DWF LIVE: RESIDENT ORCA
In Conversation with Squil-le-he-le

(Raynell Morris) & Sarah Sharkey Pearce

https://downiewenjack.ca/our-work/reconciliactions/


Lesson Plan

Assessment can be based on: 
Participation in discussions 

Engagement with the film and group activity 

Depth of reflection and respectful consideration of Indigenous perspectives 

CONCLUSION (10  MINUTES):

Reconvene as a class and allow each group to share their reflections. 
Close with a final prompt for individual reflection: 
“In presenting this film, we have a great opportunity to learn from Sk’aliCh’elh-

tenaut’s journey and to do better for her family, the Southern Resident Killer Whales,

and the ecosystems we share.” -  Squil-le-he-le Raynell Morris 

Ask students to write or share: 
One way this story changed their thinking 

One responsibility they now feel more aware of 

ASSESSMENT:

EXTENSIONS:

Research current policies on marine mammal captivity 

Learn about the Southern Resident Killer Whales and regional ecosystem

protection 

Explore Indigenous language revitalization efforts 

Watch additional Indigenous-led environmental documentaries 

DWF LIVE: RESIDENT ORCA
In Conversation with Squil-le-he-le

(Raynell Morris) & Sarah Sharkey Pearce



Lesson Plan

Stage I – Short-Term Results (Respect and Empathy, Learning History and
Impact): 
How did learning Sk’aliCh’elh-tenaut’s Indigenous name and story influence students’

empathy and understanding of her experience? Were they able to reflect on how

Indigenous Peoples were often renamed and given a number in residential schools?

Stage II – Medium Term Results (Reflection, Taking Action, Reciprocal
Relationships): 
How did this film encourage students to reflect on their own roles within systems that

impact animals, ecosystems, and Indigenous communities?  

 

Stage III – Long Term Results (Shifting Institutional Values and Culture):
How might this learning shape future decisions, policies, or values within your

classroom, school, or institution regarding reconciliation and environmental

responsibility? 

Please complete this short Feedback Form. Your thoughts help DWF

improve resources and support reconciliation-focused learning

throughout Canada. Plus, each submission enters you into our monthly

draw for classroom resources! 

EDUCATOR REFLECTION AND IMPACT QUESTIONS:  

DWF LIVE: RESIDENT ORCA
In Conversation with Squil-le-he-le

(Raynell Morris) & Sarah Sharkey Pearce

https://www.tfaforms.com/5210530
https://www.tfaforms.com/5210530

